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Welcome to Trinity’s online community! 
As you watch the Live Stream of this service, feel free to add comments, 
likes, etc. to the comment section at any time!

You might want to light a candle and place it near you. During the service, 
you will be invited to light a candle if you haven’t already, so at least gather 
what you need for that moment if you wish to participate

This service, streamed live on Facebook, is a complete offering in itself. 
Nevertheless, it is followed by an opportunity to participate in online 
communion via Zoom. A link to that Zoom meeting will appear in the 
comments on Facebook at the end of this service.

When we don’t have to practice social distancing, the people of Trinity Church gather around 
a table piled high with spiritual food, and there is a place for you and everyone at the table, 
whatever your religious practice may be. For now, this is a time of sharing and connecting 
with one another, knowing that we are bound together by God’s love. Trinity Church is a 
metropolitan house of prayer, a community of worship and spiritual inquiry, welcoming all 
people. Recognizing our common brokenness, yet rejoicing in the reconciling love of God 
through Jesus Christ, we nurture one another in our spiritual life together. 

Trinity Church is an Episcopal Church and a member parish of the Diocesan Partnership of 
Western New York and Northwest Pennsylvania in the United States and is a part of the 
Anglican Communion, which is based in England, but found worldwide.  If you would like to 
learn more about Trinity, see all our contact information on the last page.

Prelude Carillon on “ding dong! Merrily on HigH” arranged by Marin SetCHell
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oPening HyMn "o little town of betHleHeM”

.
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tHe firSt noel  arranged by ivan frazier

lo, How a roSe iS blooMing  arranged by JoHn leavitt

away in a Manger  arranged by david SCHelat

reading  JoHn 1:1-14

In the beginning there was the Word; the Word was in God’s presence, and the Word was 
God. The Word was present to God from the beginning. Through the Word all things came 
into being, and apart from the Word nothing came into being that has come into being. In the 

Word was life, and that life was humanity’s light, a Light that shines in the darkness, a Light that 
the darkness has never overtaken. 
Then came one named John, sent as an envoy from God, who came as a witness to testify 
about the Light, so that through his testimony everyone might believe. He himself wasn’t the 
Light; he only came to testify about the Light, the true Light that illumines all humankind. 
The Word was coming into the world—was in the world—and though the world was made 
through the Word, the world didn’t recognize it. Though the Word came to its own realm, the 
Word’s own people didn’t accept it. Yet any who did accept the Word, who believed in that 
Name, were empowered to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, 
nor urge of flesh nor human will—but born of God. And the Word became flesh and stayed 
for a little while among us; we saw the Word’s glory—the favor and position a parent gives an 
only child—filled with grace, filled with truth.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

JeSu baMbino  by Pietro yon

Silent nigHt  arranged by JoHn leavitt

noel nouvelet  arranged by Mark Sedio

bidding Prayer

Dear People of God, 
I invite you to entrust to God your deepest concerns and most hesitant hopes. 
I bid you pray for the sick and the dying, and for those who dignify the lives of the sick by caring 
for them.
I bid you pray for those whose work is so basic to life that they are overlooked rather than 
honored. 
I bid you pray for children and their parents and teachers, struggling to awaken fascination and 
engagement with the wonders of the world while being required to keep the world and each 
other at a distance. 
I bid you pray for the the poor and the destitute, and for those who are prevented by misfortune 
or injustice from being able to meet their own needs or achieve their dreams.

The Bible readings 
are taken from 

The Inclusive Bible: 
The First Egalitarian 

Translation by 
Priests for Equality.

The four Gospels 
hold the core of 

Christian spiritual 
wisdom, reflecting 
the earliest stories 

and images of Jesus. 
Like all Scripture, 

they are not definitive 
prescriptions but 
narrative stories 

requiring endless 
interpretation.

Nobody set out to 
write The Bible. The 

Hebrew Scriptures 
were created over 
many centuries by 

many people to 
record the Jewish 

People’s experience 
of God. The same is 
true of the Christian 
Scriptures, some of 
which were letters 

written to a specific 
audience in response 

to specific needs—
and were then found 

to be helpful to the 
faithful even after 

fulfilling their 
original purpose.

Continued on next page
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I bid you pray for the broken hearted, for those who have lost hope, and those who have lost 
loved ones. 
Lay open your hearts, and with confidence, lay down your burdens before God. For there is good 
news of great joy. Woven throughout the history of human life is the story of creativity, generosity, 
self-offering, acceptance, and love. Resounding throughout history are the echoes of the story of 
God in the world. Open your hearts to God and your hands to your neighbor, offering love to 
both, offering to change the world has you have been changed by God’s love. 

Now, as Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father,* who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Now would be a great time to add a comment to the Live Stream!

announCeMentS

angelS we Have Heard on HigH arranged by wayne C. wold 

Sing lullaby  arranged by norMan warren 

This version of the 
Lord’s Prayer is 
what many of us 

grew up learning. It 
is also the version 
shared at the end 
of many 12 Step 

meetings. Although it 
is important to stay 
fresh and engaged 

by the words of our 
prayers, it is also 

important to be 
reminded that we as 
individuals are part 

of a great cloud of 
witnesses who have 

been inspired to turn 
to God in prayer 

throughout the ages.

*Jesus revealed a 
new, personal sense 
of relationship with 
God by addressing 
God as something 

like “Papa.” Always 
feel free to use your 

most meaningful 
name for God in 

saying the 
Lord’s Prayer.

Your financial 
support is not only a 

practical necessity. 
It can also be a very 
meaningful symbolic 

gesture, expressing 
your gratitude for the 
blessings in your life 

and your hope for 
health in the world. 
While the church is 

not open, Trinity has 
made a commitment 
to keep staff on the 

payroll. Plus, all 
the Trinity services 

are available 
online, with Zoom, 

Facebook live 
streaming, and 

the Trinity Church 
Buffalo YouTube 

page. You can 
donate online here. 
You can also mail a 

check to Trinity at 
371 Delaware Ave., 
Buffalo, NY 14202. 

Thank you!

https://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/trinitybuffalo
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CloSing HyMn "good CHriStian friendS, reJoiCe”

bleSSing
May the kindness of the animals, the joy of the angels, and the amazement of the shepherds be 
yours this Christmas, and the blessing of God, who made us, who loves us, and who animates and 
guides us be with you now and always..
Amen.
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diSMiSSal
Take your leave, trusting that we are made one in Christ, to shine in the world with God’s light. 
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

PoStlude "go tell it on tHe Mountain” arranged by aaron david Miller

ServiceS @TriniTy

In the interest of staying connected and sharing what we can of our spiritual life together, here's our 
service lineup: 
Sunday morning @10:30 Live streaming on Facebook. The Sunday online Live Stream service 
remains accessible as a video recording on Trinity's Facebook page and YouTube page after the service 
is over. 
TriniTy @7 Zoom gatherings on Sunday night @7pm featuring poetry and jazz. 

NOTE: No Trinity @7 on December 27.
WedneSday @noon Zoom gatherings offering prayer and holy conversation, including December 30.
ThurSday @7 Zoom gatherings @7pm offering the wisdom and fellowship of 12-Step recovery.

There WILL be a gathering on December 31.
ThurSday @noon To 2pm or by appoinTmenT  The church will be open for private prayer or 
meditation. You can chat quietly with one of the volunteers, or if you need, you can ask them to pray 
with you. Please wear a mask. You are required to sign a registry at the entrance to be used in the event 
contact tracing is necessary. NOTE: The church will be closed on December 31.

This plan will be in place for the foreseeable future. It's clear we will not have any sizable groups for 
many months to come. If you have ideas about safe ways to use our building for spiritual enrichment, 
please contact the church office to share your ideas and plans for implementation. Please continue to 
read the newsletters to stay informed.

Click here to find the readings. 
Email your request for a link to the Zoom worship services here. 

Save the Date: February 24, 2021 On that Wednesday, at 7pm, Trinity will host a Zoom appearance 
from Debby Irving, author of "Waking Up White:  And Finding Myself in the Story of Race."  While in her 40s, 
a graduate course in "Race and Cultural Identity" started Irving on her journey to comprehend how much she 
had benefited over the years because she was white. Irving writes plainly and clearly about her discoveries and 
how she began to question her long held assumptions about race and culture. We encourage you to read the 
book though it is not a requirement. Info on tickets to come.

https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/online-worship-resources
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/copy-of-matt-lincoln-contact-page


Sunday @10:30am    Reflection, prayer, and music
Sunday @7:00pm An encounter with God through poetry and jazz
Wednesday @Noon Prayer and holy conversation
Thursday @7pm    12steps@Trinity, based on 12-step spirituality

Staff

The Reverend Matthew R. Lincoln, Rector
mlincoln@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 14
Krista Seddon, Director of Ensembles; Pianist
krista@kristaseddon.com
www.kristaseddon.com
Paul Cena, Organist and Choir Director
prcena@verizon.net
Colleen O'Neill, Parish Administrator and 
Director of Children's Ministries
coneill@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 10
Margaux Charlier, Child Care Worker

Jennifer Frey, Office Volunteer
clerical@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 19
Rich Mpelezos, Facility Manager
rmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 24
Jay Mpelezos, Caretaker
jmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
Sarah Caputi, Caretaker
scaputi@trinitybuffalo.org
Meghan Arnold, Caretaker
marnold@trinitybuffalo.org
Dale Worwa, Facility Cleaner
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veStry

Teresa Maciocha, Senior Warden
Judy Atkinson Miller, Junior Warden 
Bing Sherrill, Treasurer 
Susana Bernhardt, Clerk
John Alduino
Joe Chamberlain
Edward Fries 
Karen Hall 
Jane Kearns 
Christina Kinney 
Kayla Kisenwether
Elaine “Gretchen” Lodick
Tom Owen

CHoir MeMberS

Paul Cena, Director
Laura Munson, Section Leader
Betsy Curtis
Cheryl Fisher
Elaine "Gretchen" Lodick
Christina Kinney
Suzanne Fatta, Section Leader
Susana Bernhardt
Sue Doherty
Mimi Dow
Carol Case Siracuse
John Clayton, Section Leader
Peter Dow
Dan Galley
Steve Shanley
Tyler Mecklenburg, Section Leader
Peter Curtis
Tom Owen

today’S worSHiP teaM

Organist: Paul Cena
Vocalists: Laura Munson, Suzanne Fata, John Clayton, Brandon Mecklenburg
Cyber Sacristan: Jeffrey Tooke

http://www.facebook.com/TrinityBuffalo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDuFI_eZ3XRfBOogkNhQ0bw
https://www.instagram.com/trinity.church.buffalo/
https://twitter.com/TrinityBuffalo1
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org

