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Welcome to Trinity’s online community! 
As you watch the live stream of this service, feel free to add comments, 
likes, etc. to the comment section at any time!

You might want to light a candle and place it near you. It is traditional for 
the Church to light a new candle before dawn on Easter morning and keep it 
lit throughout the 50 days of the Easter season. You may not find it practical 
or wise to keep a candle lit for 50 days at home, but you can certainly light 
your own Paschal Candle during the service today.

When we don’t have to practice social distancing, the people of Trinity Church gather around 
a table piled high with spiritual food, and there is a place for you and everyone at the table, 
whatever your religious practice may be. For now, that food really is spiritual, and there isn’t 
a physical, sacramental aspect. Nevertheless, this is a time of sharing and connecting with one 
another, knowing that we are bound together by God’s love. Trinity Church is a metropolitan 
house of prayer, a community of worship and spiritual inquiry, welcoming all people. Recognizing 
our common brokenness, yet rejoicing in the reconciling love of God through Jesus Christ, we 
nurture one another in our spiritual life together. 

Trinity Church is an Episcopal Church and a member parish of the Diocesan Partnership of 
Western New York and Northwest Pennsylvania and is a part of the Anglican Communion, 
which is based in England, but found worldwide. If you would like to learn more about Trinity, 
see all our contact information on the last page.

Prelude "Christ is Alive, let ChristiAns sing!” Arr. by J. WAyne Kerr

Centering PrAyer

Let us pray out loud, together: 
We look with uncertainty
Beyond the old choices for
Clear-cut answers
To softer, more permeable aliveness
Which is every moment
At the brink of death;
Something new is being born in us
If we but let it.
We stand in a new doorway,
Awaiting that which comes…
Daring to be human creatures.
Vulnerable to the beauty of existence.
Learning to love.
Amen.

Cover image: 
“Eternal Flame, 
Chestnut Ridge” 

Matt Lincoln 2020

This centering 
prayer is a poem 

called “Life Prayer” 
by Anne Hillman.
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OPening hymn "“AlleluiA, AlleluiA, give thAnKs tO the risen lOrd"
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First reAding ACts 17:22-31

Then Paul stood up before the council of the Areopagus and delivered this address: 
“Citizens of Athens, I note that in every respect you are scrupulously religious. As I walked 
about looking at your shrines, I even discovered an altar inscribed, ‘To an Unknown God.’ 

Now, what you are worshiping in ignorance I intend to make known to you. For the God who 
made the world and all that is in it, the Sovereign of heaven and earth, doesn’t live in sanctuaries 
made by human hands, and isn’t served by humans, as if in need of anything. No! God is the One 
who gives everyone life, breath—everything. From one person God created all of humankind to 
inhabit the entire earth, and set the time for each nation to exist and the exact place where each 
nation should dwell. God did this so that human beings would seek, reach out for, and perhaps 
find the One who is not really far from any of us—the One in whom we live and move and have 
our being. As one of your poets has put it, ‘We too are God’s children.’ 
“If we are in fact children of God, then it’s inexcusable to think that the Divine Nature is like an 
image of gold, silver or stone—an image formed by the art and thought of mortals. God, who 
overlooked such ignorance in the past, now commands all people everywhere to reform their 
lives. For a day has been set when the whole world will be judged with justice. And this judge, 
who is a human being, has already been appointed. God has given proof of all of this by raising 
this judge from the dead.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

eChO   “my sWeet lOrd”

middle reAding “blACKbirds” by Julie CAdWAllAder stAub

I am 52 years old, and have spent
truly the better part
of my life out-of-doors
but yesterday I heard a new sound above my head
a rustling, ruffling quietness in the spring air
and when I turned my face upward
I saw a flock of blackbirds
rounding a curve I didn’t know was there
and the sound was simply all those wings
just feathers against air, against gravity
and such a beautiful winning
the whole flock taking a long, wide turn

The Bible readings 
are taken from 

The Inclusive Bible: 
The First Egalitarian 

Translation by 
Priests for Equality.

Why hasn’t this 
George Harrison 

song been part of our 
repertoire all along? 
It was first recorded 

and released by Billy 
Preston and soon 
after by Harrison 
himself, in 1970.

The Middle Reading 
fills the role of a 

Bible reading, but 
it doesn't come 

from the Bible. It is 
our way of trying 

to listen for God's 
ongoing word as it 

is spoken outside the 
limits of the Bible. 

Most often, we turn 
to contemporary 

poets for this 
reading.
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as if of one body and one mind.
How do they do that?
Oh if we lived only in human society
with its cruelty and fear
its apathy and exhaustion
what a puny existence that would be
but instead we live and move and have our being
here, in this curving and soaring world
so that when, every now and then, 
mercy and tenderness triumph in our lives
and when, even more rarely, we manage to unite 
and move together
toward a common good,
we can think to ourselves:
ah yes, this is how it’s meant to be.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

eChO   “my sWeet lOrd”

the gOsPel   JOhn 14:15-21

Jesus said, “If you love me and obey the command I give you, I will ask the One who sent 
me to give you another Paraclete, another Helper to be with you always: the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot accept since the world neither sees her nor recognizes her; but you 

can recognize the Spirit because she remains with you and will be within you. I won't leave you 
orphaned; I will come back to you. 
“A little while now and the world will see me no more but you’ll see me; because I live, and you 
will live as well. On that day you’ll know that I am in God, and you are in me, and I am in you. 
Those who obey the commandments are the ones who love me, and those who love me will 
be loved by Abba God. I, too, will love them and will reveal myself to them.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Poet Julie 
Cadwallader 

Staub made her 
career in nonprofit 

organizations 
and public sector 
positions, seeking 

to improve the 
wellbeing of women 

and children, and 
others disadvantaged 

by our society. Her 
poems have been 

featured on Garrison 
Keillor’s The 

Writer’s Almanac, 
published in 

journals, and 
included in 

anthologies. She was 
awarded a Vermont 
Council on the Arts 
grant for poetry in 
2001 and the Ruth 

Stone Prize for 
poetry in 2015 by the 

Hunger Mountain 
Review.

Nobody set out to 
write The Bible. The 

Hebrew Scriptures 
were created over 
many centuries by 

many people to 
record the Jewish 

People’s experience 
of God. The same is 
true of the Christian 
Scriptures, some of 
which were letters 

written to a specific 
audience in response 

to specific needs—
and were then found 

to be helpful 
to the faithful even 
after fulfilling their 

original purpose.

The four Gospels 
hold the core of 

Christian spiritual 
wisdom, reflecting 
the earliest stories 

and images of Jesus. 
Like all Scripture, 

they are not definitive 
prescriptions but 
narrative stories 

requiring endless 
interpretation.
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The sermon invites 
your curiosity and 

thoughtfulness 
about the theme 

of worship, and is 
intended to evoke 

your thoughts rather 
than direct them.  An 

audio recording of 
the sermon is posted 
to the parish website 

each week, usually 
by Tuesday.

This creed comes 
from the United 

Church of Canada. 
Like the Nicene 

Creed that it reflects, 
it is an expression of 

faith intended as a 
symbol of solidarity 

with other Christians 
throughout history 
but not as a pledge 

of allegiance 
required for 

membership.

eChO   “my sWeet lOrd”

sermOn  the rev. deACOn rOsey nOgle

musiCAl reFleCtiOn

AFFirmAtiOn OF FAith

We are not alone, we live in God’s Creation.
We believe in God:
  who has created and is creating,
  who has come in Jesus,
  the Word made flesh,
  to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
  to celebrate God’s presence,
  to love and serve others,
  to seek justice and resist evil,
  to proclaim Jesus,
    crucified and risen,
    our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
  God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
Amen.

COmmunity PrAyer: reCeiving And releAsing the light OF Christ
If you haven’t already lit a candle near where you are seated, you are invited to do so now. Spend a 
moment gazing at it, receiving the light through your eyes, receiving God’s assurance that you are loved, 
as are all the people who are in your prayers. At this time, please add your prayers to the comments 
section on Facebook.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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In this time of COVID-19, we pray:
When we aren’t sure, God, – help us be calm.
When information comes – from all sides, correct and not, help us to discern.
When fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the day, slow us down, God.
Help us to reach out with our hearts, when we can’t touch with our hands.
Help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant.
Help us to love as perfectly as we can, knowing that ‘perfect love casts out all fear.’
For the doctors, we pray,
for the nurses, we pray,
for the technicians and the janitors and the
aides and the caregivers, we pray,
for the researchers and theorists,
the epidemiologists and investigators,
for those who are sick,
and those who are grieving, we pray,
for all who are affected,
all around the world…
we pray
for safety,
for health,
for wholeness. 
May we feed the hungry,
give drink to the thirsty,
clothe the naked and house those without homes.
May we walk with those who feel they are alone,
and may we do all that we can to heal
the sick—
in spite of the epidemic,
in spite of the fear.
Help us, O God,
that we might help each other.
In the love of the Creator,
in the name of the Healer,
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all,
we pray.
Amen.

musiCAl resPOnse “dAy by dAy”
After a short introduction, we’ll sing this once.

Day by day, day by day,
Oh, dear Lord, three things I pray: 
To see thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly, day by day.

the PeACe
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.

Now would be a great time to add a comment to the Live Stream!

This prayer was 
written by the Rev. 

Dr. Richard Bott, 
Moderator of the 
United Church of 

Canada.
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AnnOunCements

OFFertOry Anthem "Jesus CAlls us” by JOy PAttersOn 

Jesus calls us o'er the tumult of our life's wild, restless sea;
Day by day his voice is sounding, saying "Christian, follow me."

Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world's golden store,
From each idol that would keep us, saying "Christian, love me more."

In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease,
Still he calls, in cares and pleasures "Christian, love me more than these."

Jesus calls us! By your mercies, Savior, may we hear your call,
Give our hearts to your obedience, serve and love you best of all.

COnCluding PrAyers
Now, as Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
   Loving God,* within and around us, we revere you. 
We seek to live life as you would want us to do; 
 with love and respect for all people and all things in the universe. 
May we find each day sufficient for our needs, 
 and find forgiveness when we do wrong, 
 just as we forgive those who do wrong to us. 
In times of trouble, may we centre our lives in you. 
For your being is love, 
 which comes with strength and with beauty, 
 throughout eternity. Amen.

PrAyer OF st. ChrysOstOm 
Let us pray:
Gracious God, you have given us grace at this time 
with one accord to make our common supplication to you; 
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 
you will be in the midst of them: 
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd 
of the sheep, make you perfect in every good work to do God’s will, working in you that which is 
well-pleasing in God’s sight; and may the blessing of God, who made us, who loves us, and who 
animates and guides us be with you now and always. Amen.

Your financial 
support is not only a 

practical necessity. 
It can also be a very 
meaningful symbolic 

gesture, expressing 
your gratitude for the 
blessings in your life 

and your hope for 
health in the world. 
While the church is 

not open, Trinity has 
made a commitment 
to keep staff on the 

payroll. Plus, all the 
Trinity services are 

available online, 
either with Zoom 
or Facebook live 

streaming. You can 
donate online here. 
You can also mail a 

check to Trinity at 
371 Delaware Ave., 
Buffalo, NY 14202. 

Thank you!

This version of the 
Lord’s Prayer is 

by Margaret Rolfe, 
member, Centre 
for Progressive 

Religious Thought, 
Canberra, Australia.

*Jesus revealed a 
new, personal sense 
of relationship with 
God by addressing 
God as something 

like “Papa.” 
Always feel free 
to use your most 

meaningful name 
for God in saying 
the Lord’s Prayer.

The prayer of St. 
Chrysostom is found 

in both Morning 
Prayer and Evening 
Prayer in the Book 
of Common Prayer.

https://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/trinitybuffalo
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ClOsing hymn "leAning On the everlAsting Arms"

dismissAl
Take your leave, trusting that we are made one in Christ, to shine in the world with God’s light. 
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POstlude "lullAby OF the leAves" by berniCe PetKere

Trinity's other weekly worship services are shared as Zoom meetings online. 
Trinity@7 starts at 7pm on Sunday nights and features poetry and jazz. 
Wednesday@Noon offers prayer and holy conversation.
12 Steps@Trinity starts at 7pm Thursday nights and offers the wisdom and 
fellowship of 12-Step Recovery.
Click here to find the readings. 
Email your request for a link to the Zoom worship services here. 

https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/online-worship-resources
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/copy-of-matt-lincoln-contact-page


Sunday @10:30am    Reflection, prayer, and music
Sunday @7:00pm An encounter with God through poetry and jazz
Wednesday @Noon Prayer and holy conversation
Thursday @7pm    12steps@Trinity, based on 12-step spirituality

stAFF

The Reverend Matthew R. Lincoln, Rector
mlincoln@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 14
The Reverend Deacon Rosaleen B. Nogle, Curate
rnogle@trinitybuffalo.org
Krista Seddon, Director of Ensembles; Pianist
krista@kristaseddon.com
www.kristaseddon.com
Paul Cena, Organist and Choir Director
prcena@verizon.net
Colleen O'Neill, Parish Administrator and 
Director of Children's Ministries
coneill@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 10
Margaux Charlier, Child Care Worker

Jennifer Frey, Office Volunteer
clerical@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 19
Rich Mpelezos, Facility Manager
rmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 24
Jay Mpelezos, Caretaker
jmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
Sarah Caputi, Caretaker
scaputi@trinitybuffalo.org
Meghan Arnold, Caretaker
marnold@trinitybuffalo.org
Dale Worwa, Facility Cleaner

 w
w

w
.fa

ce
bo

ok
.c

om
/T

ri
ni

ty
Bu

ffa
lo

 In
st

ag
ra

m
: @

tr
in

it
y.

ch
ur

ch
.b

uf
fa

lo

 T
w

it
te

r:
 @

tr
in

it
yb

uf
fa

lo
1

w
w

w
.tr

in
it

yb
uf

fa
lo

.o
rg

 •
 (7

16
) 8

52
-8

31
4

Tr
in

ity
 is

 a
n 

Ep
isc

op
al

 C
hu

rc
h 

in
 th

e 
D

io
ce

se
 o

f W
es

te
rn

 N
ew

 Y
or

k.

vestry

Teresa Maciocha, Senior Warden
Judy Atkinson Miller, Junior Warden 
Bing Sherrill, Treasurer 
Susana Bernhardt, Clerk
John Alduino
Joe Chamberlain
Edward Fries 
Karen Hall 
Jane Kearns 
Christina Kinney 
Kayla Kisenwether
Elaine “Gretchen” Lodick
Tom Owen

ChOir members

Paul Cena, Director
Laura Munson, Section Leader
Betsy Curtis
Cheryl Fisher
Elaine "Gretchen" Lodick
Christina Kinney
Suzanne Fatta, Section Leader
Susana Bernhardt
Sue Doherty
Mimi Dow
Carol Case Siracuse
John Clayton, Section Leader
Peter Dow
Dan Galley
Steve Shanley
Nicholas Williams, Section Leader
Peter Curtis
Tom Owen

tOdAy’s WOrshiP teAm

Choir: Laura Munson, Suzanne Fatta, 
 John Clayton, Nicholas Williams
Readers: Tom Owen, Leslie Charlier, Shirley Hudders.
Guest Musician: Harry Fackelma, tenor saxophone
Cyber Sacristan: Jeffrey Tooke
Music Mixologist: Jane Lincoln

http://www.facebook.com/TrinityBuffalo
https://www.instagram.com/trinity.church.buffalo/
https://twitter.com/TrinityBuffalo1
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org

