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Welcome to Trinity’s online community! 
As you watch the Live Stream of this service, feel free to add comments, 
likes, etc. to the comment section at any time!

You might want to light a candle and place it near you. During the service, 
you will be invited to light a candle if you haven’t already, so at least gather 
what you need for that moment if you wish to participate.

This service, streamed live on Facebook, is a complete offering in itself. 
Nevertheless, it is followed by an opportunity to participate in online 
communion via Zoom. A link to that Zoom meeting will appear in the 
comments on Facebook at the end of this service.

When we don’t have to practice social distancing, the people of Trinity Church gather around 
a table piled high with spiritual food, and there is a place for you and everyone at the table, 
whatever your religious practice may be. For now, this is a time of sharing and connecting 
with one another, knowing that we are bound together by God’s love. Trinity Church is a 
metropolitan house of prayer, a community of worship and spiritual inquiry, welcoming all 
people. Recognizing our common brokenness, yet rejoicing in the reconciling love of God 
through Jesus Christ, we nurture one another in our spiritual life together. 

Trinity Church is an Episcopal Church and a member parish of the Diocesan Partnership of 
Western New York and Northwest Pennsylvania in the United States and is a part of the 
Anglican Communion, which is based in England, but found worldwide.  If you would like to 
learn more about Trinity, see all our contact information on the last page.

Prelude “What Child is this” arranged by Krista seddon

advent Wreath lighting

We light all four candles of Advent.
(A family member lights the four candles.)

We hear your angel Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary. Fill us with your grace and light.

Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman. Even though her life was not easy, she heard God’s 
voice and said yes. Her song was a prayer that would uplift those who were downtrodden. Her 
lyrics shattered the proud and called the world to change. She would bear within her the promised 
child, Jesus, the Light of the World. This Advent, we respond to God’s beckoning to us as well.

Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit. Bring your good news to life within us. Give us 
courage to carry your light into the injustices and shadows of this world. Amen.

Adapted from the 
United Church of 
Christ’s Susan A. 

Blain, Minister for 
Faith Formation: 

Curator for Worship 
and Liturgical Arts.
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oPening hymn "lo, hoW a rose e’r blooming”

.
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bidding Prayer

God of all people, and creatures of every description, of the living and the dead,
God of all places and planets, stars and galaxies,
God of the beginning and end of time, of all time, even this moment,
We gather to hear the sacred story of your love for us and all whom you have made.
To open our hearts to the hope of renewal and restoration, 
we lay before you our worries and grief, our fears and regrets, 
and the hopes and commitments that are not bold enough stir us to live with the justice and 
love that are your will for the world.
Hear us as we pray.

Dear People of God, 
I invite you to entrust to God your deepest concerns and most hesitant hopes. 
I bid you pray for the sick and the dying, and for those who dignify the lives of the sick by caring 
for them.
I bid you pray for those whose work is so basic to life that they are overlooked rather than 
honored. 
I bid you pray for children and their parents and teachers, struggling to awaken fascination and 
engagement with the wonders of the world while being required to keep the world and each 
other at a distance. 
I bid you pray for the the poor and the destitute, and for those who are prevented by misfortune 
or injustice from being able to meet their own needs or achieve their dreams.
I bid you pray for the broken hearted, for those who have lost hope, and those who have lost 
loved ones. 
Lay open your hearts, and with confidence, lay down your burdens before God. For there is 
good news of great joy. Woven throughout the history of human life is the story of creativity, 
generosity, self-offering, acceptance and love. Resounding throughout history are the echoes of 
the story of God in the world. Open your hearts to the story, told in words and music, of God 
coming into the world through the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. 

Carol   “the Wexford Carol” arranged by robert Wetzler

Good people all, this Christmas time,
Consider well and bear in mind
What our good God for us has done,
In sending his beloved Son.

With Mary holy we should pray
To God with love this Christmas Day;
In Bethlehem upon that morn
There was a blessed Messiah born.

With thankful heart and joyful mind,
The shepherds went the Babe to find,
And as God's angel had foretold,
They did our Savior Christ behold.

With Mary holy we should pray
To God with love this Christmas Day;
In Bethlehem upon that morn
There was a blessed Messiah born.
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lesson   isaiah 62:6-12

“For Zion’s sake, I will not be silent; for the sake of Jerusalem, I will not rest—not until 
her integrity shines like the dawn, her deliverance like a flaming torch. The nations will 
see your vindication, and the rulers your splendor; you will have a new name that God’s 

mouth will bestow. You will be a garland of beauty in God’s hands, a solemn crown worn by your 
God. Never again will you be called Forsaken. Never again will your land be called Desolate. But 
you will be called My Delight Is in You, and your land will be called Married. For God will take 
delight in you and your land will be joined with God in wedlock For just as a young couple marry. 
you will be forever married to this land; as a newly married couple rejoice over each other, so 
will God rejoice over you. I have posted sentinels upon your walls, Jerusalem; all day, all night, 
they will endlessly cry, ‘You who call on God’s name, do not rest, and do not let God rest until 
the Almighty establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the world!’ God swore 
this with a raised hand and a mighty arm: 'Never again will I give your grain to feed your enemies; 
never again will foreigners drink your wine for which you toiled; but its harvesters will eat it and 
praise God; and those who gather the grapes will drink the wine in the courts of my sanctuary.’ 
Pass through, pass through the gates! Prepare the way for the people! Repair! Repair the roads! 
Remove the boulders! Raise a banner for the nation! This is God’s proclamation to the ends of 
the earth—Say this to Zion, your beloved: ‘Look, your Deliverer comes with a sure reward and 
abundant recompense called the Holy People, and the Redeemed of God. You yourself will be 
named Sought After, and A City Not Forsaken.’ ”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Carol  “rejoiCe greatly” from Messiah by g.f. handel

   laura munson, soPrano

Rejoice, rejoice greatly! O daughter of Zion.
Rejoice greatly, shout! behold thy King comes unto thee.
He is the righteous Savior and He shall speak to the heathen,
He shall speak peace unto the heathen.

lesson  "We struggle, We groW Weary” by miChael leunig

We struggle, we grow weary, we grow tired. We are exhausted, we are distressed, we 
despair. We give up, we fall down, we let go. We cry, we are empty, we grown calm. 
We are ready. We wait quietly.

A small shy truth arrives. Arrives from without and within. Arrives and is born. Simple, steady, 
clear. Like a mirror, like a bell, like a flame. Like rain in summer. A precious truth arrives and is 
born within us. Within our emptiness.
We accept it, we observe it, we absorb it. We surrender to our bare truth. We are nourished, 
we are changed. We are blessed. We rise up. For this we give thanks.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Bible readings 
are taken from 

The Inclusive Bible: 
The First Egalitarian 

Translation by 
Priests for Equality.

Nobody set out to 
write The Bible. The 

Hebrew Scriptures 
were created over 
many centuries by 

many people to 
record the Jewish 

People’s experience 
of God. The same is 
true of the Christian 
Scriptures, some of 
which were letters 

written to a specific 
audience in response 

to specific needs—
and were then found 

to be helpful to the 
faithful even after 

fulfilling their 
original purpose.

Michael Leunig 
is an Australian 

cartoonist, writer, 
painter, philosopher 

and poet. His 
commentary on 

political, cultural 
and emotional life 

spans more than 
fifty years and has 
often explored the 

idea of an innocent 
and sacred personal 

world. The fragile 
ecosystem of human 

nature and its 
relationship to the 

wider natural world 
is a related and 

recurrent theme.
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The four Gospels 
hold the core of 

Christian spiritual 
wisdom, reflecting 
the earliest stories 

and images of 
Jesus. Like all 
Scripture, they 

are not definitive 
prescriptions but 
narrative stories 

requiring endless 
interpretation.

hymn   “With joy, draW Water ”

lesson  mattheW 1:18-25

This is how the birth of Jesus came about. When Jesus’ mother Mary was engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit. Joseph, her husband, an upright person unwilling to disgrace her, decided to divorce 

her quietly. This was Joseph’s intention when suddenly the angel of God appeared in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, heir to the House of David, don’t be afraid to wed Mary; it is by the Holy 
Spirit that she has conceived this child. She is to have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, that 
is, ‘Salvation,’ because he will save the people from their sins.” All this happened to fulfill what 
God has said through the prophet: “The virgin will be with child and give birth, and the child 
will be named Immanuel” (a name that means ‘God is with us’). When Joseph awoke, he did as 
the angel of God had directed, and they went ahead with the marriage. He did not have marital 
relations with her until she had given birth; she had a son, and they named him Jesus.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.
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Carol  “salve Puerule” by m.a. CharPentier, arranged by john rutter

Salve puerule, salve tenellule,
O nate parvule quam bonus es.
Tu coelum deseris, tu mundo nasceris,
Nabis te'ut miseris assimiles.

O summa bonitas! Excelsa deitas
Vilis humanitas fit hodie.
Aeternus nascitur, immensus capitur
Et rei tegitur sub specie.

Virgo puerpera, beata viscera
Dei cum opera dent filium.
Gaude, flos virginum, gaude spes hominum,
Fon lavans criminum proluvium. 

lesson  "on the mystery of the inCarnation” by denise levertov

It’s when we face for a moment
the worst our kind can do, and shudder to know
the taint in our own selves, that awe
cracks the mind’s shell and enters the heart:
not to a flower, not to a dolphin,
to no innocent form
but to this creature vainly sure
it and no other is god-like, God
(out of compassion for our ugly
failure to evolve) entrusts,
as guest, as brother,
the Word.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Now would be a great time to add a comment to the Live Stream!

announCements

Denise Levertov 
(1923 – 1997) was 

English born and 
emigrated to the 

US in 1947. Here 
she published more 

than 20 volumes 
of poetry. In the 

1960s, Levertov was 
active in the anti-
war movement in 
the United States. 
Additionally, she 

worked as a poetry 
editor the The Nation 

in the ‘60s and for 
Mother Jones in the 

‘70s.

Your financial 
support is not only a 

practical necessity. 
It can also be a very 
meaningful symbolic 

gesture, expressing 
your gratitude for the 
blessings in your life 

and your hope for 
health in the world. 
While the church is 

not open, Trinity has 
made a commitment 
to keep staff on the 

payroll. Plus, all the 
Trinity services are 

available online, 
either with Zoom 
or Facebook live 

streaming. You can 
donate online here. 
You can also mail a 

check to Trinity at 
371 Delaware Ave., 
Buffalo, NY 14202. 

Thank you!

TRANSLATION:
Hail little boy, hail little tender one.
O little son, how good you are.
You give up heaven, you are born in the world
So that you may make yourself like us wretched mortals.

O supreme goodness! Today lofty deity
Becomes lowly humanity.
The eternal one is born. The immeasurable one is caught,
And he is concealed beneath the guise of guilt.

O virgin who bears a child, may thy blessed womb
Produce a son by the help of God.
Rejoice, flower of virgins. Rejoice hope of humanity
O spring which washes away an abundance of sin.

https://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/trinitybuffalo
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Carol  “silent night” arranged by Peter anglea

Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

lesson  "mary, nazareth girl” by ann Weems

Mary, Nazareth girl,
what did you know of ethereal beings
with messages from God?

What did you know of men
when you found yourself with child?
What did you know of babies,
you, barely out of childhood yourself ?

God-chosen girl;
What did you know of God
that brought you to this stable
most blessed among women?

Could it be that you had been ready
waiting
listening
for the footsteps of an angel?

Could it be that there are messages for us
if we had the faith to listen?

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Ann Weems 
(1934-1981) was a 
Presbyterian elder, 

a noted writer of 
poetry and prose, 

speaker, liturgist and 
worship leader.
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Closing hymn "soon and very soon”
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 
Alleluia, alleluia! We’re going to see the King!

No more cryin’ there. We are going to see the King.
Alleluia, alleluia! We’re going to see the King!

No more dyin’ there. We are going to see the King.
Alleluia, alleluia! We’re going to see the King!

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 
Alleluia, alleluia! We’re going to see the Kingth.

the lord’s Prayer

Now, as Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father,* who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

blessing
Now, may the Holy Spirit 
enfold us with love, 
indwell our homes with joy, 
build this community and this city in peace,
And the blessing of God, who made us, who loves us, 
and who animates and guides us, be with you now and always.
Amen.

dismissal
Take your leave, trusting that we are made one in Christ, to shine in the world with God’s light. 
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Postlude "gloria!” arranged by Wayne Wold

We are following 
a pattern of using 

an alternative 
interpretation of the 
Lord’s Prayer for a 
few weeks and then 

using the traditional 
Prayer Book 

version for a week 
or two, and then 

going to a different 
interpretation for a 
few weeks, then the 

Prayer Book version 
for a week or two, 

etc.

This version of the 
Lord’s Prayer is what 

many of us grew up 
learning. It is also the 
version shared at the 
end of many 12 Step 

meetings. Although it 
is important to stay 
fresh and engaged 

by the words of our 
prayers, it is also 

important to be 
reminded that we as 
individuals are part 

of a great cloud of 
witnesses who have 

been inspired to turn 
to God in prayer 

throughout the ages.

*Jesus revealed a 
new, personal sense 
of relationship with 
God by addressing 
God as something 

like “Papa.” Always 
feel free to use your 

most meaningful 
name for God in 

saying the 
Lord’s Prayer.
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ServiceS @TriniTy

In the interest of staying connected and sharing what we can of our spiritual life together, here's our service lineup: 

cHriSTMAS eve @3pM on Facebook Live. It will also be available as a video starting just a few minutes after the 
livestream finishes.

SundAy Morning @10:30  deceMber 27 - cHriSTMAS FeSTivAl oF orgAn MuSic. Live streaming on Facebook. The 
Sunday online Live Stream service remains accessible as a video recording on Trinity's Facebook page after the service is 
over. 
TriniTy @7 Zoom gatherings on Sunday night @7pm featuring poetry and jazz. The service will take place on Dec 20, 
but will not gather on Dec 27.
WedneSdAy @noon Zoom gatherings offering prayer and holy conversation.
THurSdAy @7 Zoom gatherings @7pm offering the wisdom and fellowship of 12-Step recovery.
This plan will be in place for the foreseeable future. It's clear we will not have any sizable groups for many months to come. 
If you have ideas about safe ways to use our building for spiritual enrichment, please contact the church office to share 
your ideas and plans for implementation. Please continue to read the newsletters to stay informed.

Click here to find the readings. 
Email your request for a link to the Zoom worship services here. 

THurSdAy @noon To 2pM or by AppoinTMenT  The church will be open for private prayer or meditation. You can chat 
quietly with one of the volunteers, or if you need, you can ask them to pray with you. Please wear a mask. You are required 
to sign a registry at the entrance to be used in the event contact tracing is necessary.

The final Journeying the Way of Love: Advent discussion, facilitated by Tim Lane and Jeffrey Tooke, will be this Tuesday 
at 7pm. Based on the Episcopal Church’s Way of Love commitment to practices for a Jesus-Centered life, the Advent curriculum 
Journeying the Way of Love offers the opportunity to explore how we can live the Way of Love while we await the coming 
of Christ by exploring the first two chapters of Luke.  
Use this zoom link for the discussion group on Tuesday at 7pm:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81668634672?pwd=eTVJZXFoNzVYdHZvSHZONG1NUUowZz09
Meeting ID: 816-6863-4672
Passcode: trintalk
Our journey during Advent will include the following focus:
December 22, 7pm:  Advent Four: The Birth of Jesus: Journeying with the World
Download the materials for Advent Four for December 22: 
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al-L5d_Lxgjchtpd0nrot3GW4XlYvA?e=ObVZRF 
Advent Calendar 2020: https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al-L5d_Lxgjchtlp06Ix6DoB8oK2vg?e=mgamDW
If you are interested in joining the discussion group or have questions about the group, please send an email to Jeffrey Tooke at 
jeffrey@bayharboradvisors.com to receive more information.  The full four-week curriculum is available here: https://1drv.ms/b/
s!Al-L5d_LxgjchtpffdXb9QTnUb6QLA?e=zeQvWQ

Save the Date: February 24, 2021 On that Wednesday, at 7pm, Trinity will host a Zoom apprearance from Debby 
Irving, author of "Waking Up White: And Finding Myself in the Story of Race."  While in her 40s, a graduate course in "Race and 
Cultural Identity" started Irving on her journey to comprehend how much she had benefited over the years because she was 
white. Irving writes plainly and clearly about her discoveries and how she began to question her long held assumptions about 
race and culture. We encourage you to read the book though it is not a requirement. Info on tickets to come.

https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/online-worship-resources
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/copy-of-matt-lincoln-contact-page
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81668634672?pwd=eTVJZXFoNzVYdHZvSHZONG1NUUowZz09
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al-L5d_Lxgjchtpd0nrot3GW4XlYvA?e=ObVZRF
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al-L5d_Lxgjchtlp06Ix6DoB8oK2vg?e=mgamDW
mailto:jeffrey%40bayharboradvisors.com?subject=Advent%20Discussion%20Group
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al-L5d_LxgjchtpffdXb9QTnUb6QLA?e=zeQvWQ 
https://1drv.ms/b/s!Al-L5d_LxgjchtpffdXb9QTnUb6QLA?e=zeQvWQ 


Sunday @10:30am    Reflection, prayer, and music
Sunday @7:00pm An encounter with God through poetry and jazz
Wednesday @Noon Prayer and holy conversation
Thursday @7pm    12steps@Trinity, based on 12-step spirituality

staff

The Reverend Matthew R. Lincoln, Rector
mlincoln@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 14
Krista Seddon, Director of Ensembles; Pianist
krista@kristaseddon.com
www.kristaseddon.com
Paul Cena, Organist and Choir Director
prcena@verizon.net
Colleen O'Neill, Parish Administrator and 
Director of Children's Ministries
coneill@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 10
Margaux Charlier, Child Care Worker

Jennifer Frey, Office Volunteer
clerical@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 19
Rich Mpelezos, Facility Manager
rmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 24
Jay Mpelezos, Caretaker
jmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
Sarah Caputi, Caretaker
scaputi@trinitybuffalo.org
Meghan Arnold, Caretaker
marnold@trinitybuffalo.org
Dale Worwa, Facility Cleaner
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Teresa Maciocha, Senior Warden
Judy Atkinson Miller, Junior Warden 
Bing Sherrill, Treasurer 
Susana Bernhardt, Clerk
John Alduino
Joe Chamberlain
Edward Fries 
Karen Hall 
Jane Kearns 
Christina Kinney 
Kayla Kisenwether
Elaine “Gretchen” Lodick
Tom Owen

Choir members

Paul Cena, Director
Laura Munson, Section Leader
Betsy Curtis
Cheryl Fisher
Elaine "Gretchen" Lodick
Christina Kinney
Suzanne Fatta, Section Leader
Susana Bernhardt
Sue Doherty
Mimi Dow
Carol Case Siracuse
John Clayton, Section Leader
Peter Dow
Dan Galley
Steve Shanley
Tyler Mecklenburg, Section Leader
Peter Curtis
Tom Owen

today’s WorshiP team

Vocalists: Laura Munson, Christina Kinney, Suzanne Fata, John Clayton,  
 Tyler Mecklenburg, Brandon Mecklenburg
Guest Musicians: Harry Fackelman, soprano saxophone; Claire Fisher, violin; 
 Nancy Baun, cello
Readers: Jeffrey Tooke, Judy Atkinson-Miller, Colleen O’Neill, Bing Sherrill,  
 Teresa Maciocha
Advent Wreath lighting: Colleen, Zachario and Bridget LoFaro-O’Neill
Cyber Sacristan: Jeffrey Tooke

http://www.facebook.com/TrinityBuffalo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDuFI_eZ3XRfBOogkNhQ0bw
https://www.instagram.com/trinity.church.buffalo/
https://twitter.com/TrinityBuffalo1
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org

