
Good Friday
The Passion According to John, and the Solemn Collects

4.2.2021
Welcome to Trinity’s online community! We are not here for a pretend re-enactment of an 
ancient story. We are here to consider how the story of the last week of Jesus' life, The Passion, 
is connected to our own story. We invite one another to focus upon the elements of the Passion 
and how our own lives reflect the struggles and opportunities manifest in the life of Jesus. The 
solemnity of the prayers and collects are not meant to dramatize a long ago death, rather, to 
resonate authentically with a part of our own story.

The crucifix pictured here hangs above the high altar at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in 
New York City. It represents Christ wearing a crown and priests’ robes, in keeping with today’s 
readings from the Letter to the Hebrews and the Gospel According to John. 



As you watch the Live Stream of this service, feel free to add comments, likes, 
etc. to the comment section at any time!

When we don’t have to practice social distancing, the people of Trinity Church gather 
around a table piled high with spiritual food, and there is a place for you and everyone 
at the table, whatever your religious practice may be. For now, this is a time of sharing 
and connecting with one another, knowing that we are bound together by God’s love. 
Trinity Church is a metropolitan house of prayer, a community of worship and spiritual 
inquiry, welcoming all people. Recognizing our common brokenness, yet rejoicing in the 
reconciling love of God through Jesus Christ, we nurture one another in our spiritual life 
together. 

Trinity Church is an Episcopal Church and a member parish of the Diocesan 
Partnership of Western New York and Northwest Pennsylvania in the United States and 
is a part of the Anglican Communion, which is based in England, but found worldwide. If 
you would like to learn more about Trinity, see all our contact information on the last 
page.

Centering Prayer

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom Jesus was 
betrayed, and given into the hands of oppressors, and suffered death upon the cross; 
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Prelude

First Reading: Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, 
the Firstborn of God, let us hold fast to our profession of faith. For we don’t have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who was tempted in 
every way that we are, yet never sinned. So let us confidently approach the throne of 
grace to receive mercy and favor, and find help in time of need. 
In the days when he was in the flesh, Jesus offered prayers and supplications with loud 
cries and tears to God, who was able to save him from death, and Jesus was heard 
because of his reverence. Firstborn though he was, Jesus learned to obey through 
suffering. But having been made perfect, Jesus became, for all who obey, the source of 
eternal salvation.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God. 
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Middle Reading: “On the Mystery of the Incarnation,” 
by Denise Levertov

It's when we face for a moment
the worst our kind can do, and shudder to know
the taint in our own selves, that awe
cracks the mind's shell and enters the heart:
not to a flower, not to a dolphin,
to no innocent form
but to this creature vainly sure
it and no other is god-like, God
(out of compassion for our ugly
failure to evolve) entrusts,
as guest, as brother,
the Word.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God. 

Musical reflection

The Passion According to John: John 18:1-19:42

Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a 
garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew 
the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a 
detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, 
and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all 
that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" 
They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I am he." Judas, who betrayed 
him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, "I am he," they stepped back 
and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, "Whom are you looking for?" And they 
said, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus answered, "I told you that I am he. So if you are 
looking for me, let these men go." This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, "I did 
not lose a single one of those whom you gave me." Then Simon Peter, who had a 
sword, drew it, struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave's name 
was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink 
the cup that the Father has given me?"

So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First 
they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. 
Caiaphas was the one who had advised them that it was better to have one person die 
for the people.
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Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the 
high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was 
standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, 
went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman 
said to Peter, "You are not also one of this man's disciples, are you?" He said, "I am 
not." Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and 
they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with 
them and warming himself.

Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus 
answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and 
in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do 
you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said." When he 
had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, "Is 
that how you answer the high priest?" Jesus answered, "If I have spoken wrongly, testify 
to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?" Then Annas sent him 
bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, "You are not 
also one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." One of the slaves 
of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, "Did I not 
see you in the garden with him?" Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock 
crowed.

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in the 
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, 
"What accusation do you bring against this man?" They answered, "If this man were not 
a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you." Pilate said to them, "Take him 
yourselves and judge him according to your law." The people replied, "We are not 
permitted to put anyone to death." (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he 
indicated the kind of death he was to die.)

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are 
you the King of your people?"  … Your own nation and the chief priests have handed 
you over to me. What have you done?" Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this 
world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me 
from being handed over. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." Pilate asked him, 
"So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, 
and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the 
truth listens to my voice." Pilate asked him, "What is truth?"

After he had said this, he went out to the crowd again and told them, "I find no case 
against him. But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do 
you want me to release for you this ‘king?’” They shouted in reply, "Not this man, but 
Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a bandit.
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Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns 
and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to 
him, saying, "Hail, King!" and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to 
them, "Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against 
him." So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said 
to them, "Here is the man!" When the chief priests and the police saw him, they 
shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and 
crucify him; I find no case against him." They answered him, "We have a law, and 
according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God."

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his headquarters 
again and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate 
therefore said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
power to release you, and power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You would have 
no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who 
handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin." From then on Pilate tried to release 
him, but the crowd cried out, "If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. 
Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor."

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge's bench 
at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of 
Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, "Here is your 
King!" They cried out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!" Pilate asked them, 
"Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but the 
emperor." Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The 
Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and 
with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. When the soldiers 
had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four parts, one for each 
soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from 
the top. So they said to one another, "Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will 
get it." This was to fulfill what the scripture says,

"They divided my clothes among themselves,
and for my clothing they cast lots."
And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is 
your son." Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the 
disciple took her into his own home.

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the 
scripture), "I am thirsty." A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge 
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full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had 
received the wine, he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit.

Since it was the day of Preparation, the people did not want the bodies left on the cross 
during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So 
they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 
Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who had been 
crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, 
they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, 
and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also 
may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These things 
occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, "None of his bones shall be broken." 
And again another passage of scripture says, "They will look on the one whom they 
have pierced."

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret 
one, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; 
so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, 
also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 
They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to 
their burial custom. Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in 
the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, because 
it was the Day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.

Musical Reflection

Homily      The Rev. Matthew R. Lincoln

Musical Reflection

The Solemn Collects 
These solemn collects have been adapted from The Book of Common Prayer 
and you are invited to sit or stand in prayer. 

Dear People of God: Jesus came into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be saved; that all who believe in him might be delivered from 
the power of sin and death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life. We pray, 
therefore, for people everywhere according to their needs. 

Page �6



Let us pray for the Community of faith, the church, throughout the world; 
For its unity in witness and service
For all bishops and other ministers and the people whom they serve 
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Sean our Bishop, 

and all the people of this diocese 
For all those engaged in the community of Trinity 
For those soon to be baptized 
That you will confirm us in faith, deepen us with love, and preserve us in peace. 

a moment of silence 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your Church, that in our vocations and ministries we may truly 
and devoutly serve you; in the name of Jesus Christ, and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority among 
them; 
For public servants and caregivers in all nations who serve and protect 
For those who govern in the nations of the world
For those who are reformers and advocates of justice anywhere in the world
For all who serve the common good and work 

on behalf of those who live at the margins 
For all working in health care in any form, especially those caring for COVID-19 patients 

and those helping us all get vaccinated
That with God's help they, and we, may live with goodness and integrity, and live in 
peace and concord. 

a moment of silence 

Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and 
guide with your wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in 
tranquility your dominion may increase, until the earth is filled with the knowledge of 
your love; this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind; 
For those who are hungry or homeless, destitute or oppressed 
For those who are sick, wounded, or in need of recovery 
For those in loneliness, fear, or anguish 
For those who face temptation, doubt, or despair 
For those who are sorrowful and bereaved 
For prisoners and captives, and those in mortal danger 
That in your mercy, O God, you will comfort and relieve them, and us, 
granting all people the knowledge of your love, and stirring up in us the will and patience 
to minister to one another's needs. 
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a moment of silence 

Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of all who suffer: 
Let the cry of those in misery and need come to you, that they may find your mercy 
present with them in all their afflictions; and give us, we pray, the strength to serve one 
another for the sake of him who also suffered, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Let us pray for all who seek God and a deeper spirituality; 
For those who have never participated in a community of faith 
For those who have lost their faith 
For those hardened by cynicism or indifference 
For those contemptuous and scornful of the desire to know God 
For those who believe they are enemies of the Church, or any religion 
For those who in the name of Christ have persecuted others 
That God will open our hearts to rigorous honesty, and lead us into faith and fidelity. 

a moment of silence 

Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and lover of souls: Have 
compassion on all who do not know you; allow your Gospel to be preached with grace 
and power to those who have not heard it; turn the hearts of those who resist knowing 
your presence among us; and bring home to your fold those who have gone astray; that 
we may be gathered as one people among many faiths in the presence of your love. 
Amen. 

Let us commit ourselves to God and pray for the grace of a holy life, that, with all who 
have departed this world and have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is 
known to God alone, we may enter into fullness of the joy, and receive the crown of 
abundant life now, and in the day of resurrection. Amen. 

a moment of silence 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Creation, 
that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry 
out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things 
which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being 
made new, and that all things are being brought to their fullness through the one in 
whom all things were made, Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Musical reflection
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Now, as Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father,* who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.

*Jesus revealed a new, personal sense of relationship with God by addressing God as 
something like “Papa.” Always feel free to use your most meaningful name for God in 
saying the Lord’s Prayer.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Let us pray.
Gracious God, you have given us grace at this time  
with one accord to make our common supplication to you;  
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son  
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name  
you will be in the midst of them:  
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;  
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,  
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Blessing
Holy God, may the cross inspire us to answer again your call to undo the grip of 
violence, the wall of exclusion and the trap of fearful greed. Make us bold to proclaim 
your love without condition. And bless us to be one with each other and with you, as you 
are one with your Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Dismissal
Take your leave, trusting that we are made one in Christ, to shine in the world with 
God’s light.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Worship Team
Pianist: Krista Seddon
Organist: Paul Cena
Cyber Sacristan: Jeff Tooke
Officiant: The Rev. Matt Lincoln

Vestry
Judy Atkinson Miller, Senior Warden
Kayla Kisenwether, Junior Warden
Bing Sherrill, Treasurer
Susana Bernhardt, Clerk
John Alduino
Erickson Contreras
Judy Fitzgerald
Edward Fries
Karen Hall
Jane Kearns
Gretchen Lodick
Tom Owen
Joanne Sundell

Staff
Dale Worwa, Facility Cleaner; Jay Mpelezos, Sara Caputi, and 
Meghan Arnold, Caretakers; Rich Mpelezos, Facility Manager; 
Paul Cena, Choir Director and Organist; Krista Seddon, 
Ensemble Director & Pianist; Colleen O’Neill, Parish 
Administrator and Children’s Ministries Director; 
The Rev. Matt Lincoln, Rector

www.facebook.com/TrinityBuffalo
https://www.youtube
Instagram: @trinity.church.buffalo
Twitter: @trinitybuffalo1 

www.trinitybuffalo.org • (716) 852-8314
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