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Welcome to Trinity’s online community! 
As you watch the Live Stream of this service, feel free to add comments, 
likes, etc. to the comment section at any time!

You might want to light a candle and place it near you. During the service, 
you will be invited to light a candle if you haven’t already, so at least gather 
what you need for that moment if you wish to participate.

This service, streamed live on Facebook, is a complete offering in itself. 
Nevertheless, it is followed by an opportunity to participate in online 
communion via Zoom. A link to that Zoom meeting will appear in the 
comments on Facebook at the end of this service.

When we don’t have to practice social distancing, the people of Trinity Church gather around 
a table piled high with spiritual food, and there is a place for you and everyone at the table, 
whatever your religious practice may be. For now, this is a time of sharing and connecting 
with one another, knowing that we are bound together by God’s love. Trinity Church is a 
metropolitan house of prayer, a community of worship and spiritual inquiry, welcoming all 
people. Recognizing our common brokenness, yet rejoicing in the reconciling love of God 
through Jesus Christ, we nurture one another in our spiritual life together. 

Trinity Church is an Episcopal Church and a member parish of the Diocesan Partnership of 
Western New York and Northwest Pennsylvania in the United States and is a part of the 
Anglican Communion, which is based in England, but found worldwide.  If you would like to 
learn more about Trinity, see all our contact information on the last page.

Prelude	 “Sonatina for Worship, 2nd Movement” by Robert W. Jones

Centering Prayer

Let us pray out loud, together: 
This church is a field where mustard seeds are planted. 
Oh, God, let our small faith grow.
This church is a loaf leavened with your hope. 
Oh God, let our trust rise with your Spirit.
This church is prepared for a banquet. 
Oh, God, let us come dressed in the garment of love, 
	 which holds all together in harmony.
Amen.

The Centering 
Prayer is by Matt 
Lincoln, based on 
a quotation from 

Tirabassi & Grant, 
An Improbable Gift 

of Blessing.
.
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Opening Hymn	 "Awake, awake to love and work!”

First Reading	 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

But as to specific times and eras, sisters and brothers, you don’t need me to tell you anything. 
You know very well that the Day of God is coming like a thief in the night. Just when people 
are saying, “At last we have peace and security,” then destruction will fall on them with 

the suddenness of labor pains, and there will be no escape. But you, sisters and brothers, are 
not in the dark. The Day of God will not catch you like a thief. No, you are all children of light 
and children of the day. We don’t belong to the darkness or the night. So let’s not be asleep as 
others are. Let’s be awake and sober! Those who sleep do so at night, and those who get drunk 
do so at night. But we belong to the day, so let us be sober. Let us put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and the helmet of the hope of salvation. God has destined us not to suffer wrath, but 
to receive salvation through our Savior Jesus Christ, who died for us so that, whether awake or 
asleep, we might live together with Christ. So encourage each other and build each other up, 
just as you are already doing.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Nobody set out to 
write The Bible. The 

Hebrew Scriptures 
were created over 
many centuries by 

many people to 
record the Jewish 

People’s experience 
of God. The same is 
true of the Christian 
Scriptures, some of 
which were letters 

written to a specific 
audience in response 

to specific needs—
and were then found 

to be helpful to the 
faithful even after 

fulfilling their 
original purpose.

The Bible readings 
are taken from 

The Inclusive Bible: 
The First Egalitarian 

Translation by 
Priests for Equality.

.
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Middle Reading	 “A Blessing for Traveling in the Dark” by Jan Richardson 
Go slow
if you can.
Slower.
More slowly still.
Friendly dark
or fearsome,
this is no place
to break your neck
by rushing,
by running,
by crashing into
what you cannot see.
Then again,
it is true:
different darks
have different tasks,
and if you
have arrived here unawares,
if you have come
in peril
or in pain,
this might be no place
you should dawdle.
I do not know
what these shadows
ask of you,
what they might hold
that means you good
or ill.
It is not for me
to reckon
whether you should linger
or you should leave.
But this is what
I can ask for you:
That in the darkness
there be a blessing.
That in the shadows
there be a welcome.
That in the night
you be encompassed
by the Love that knows
your name.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Middle Reading 
fills the role of a 

Bible reading, but 
it doesn't come 

from the Bible. It is 
our way of trying 

to listen for God's 
ongoing word as it 

is spoken outside the 
limits of the Bible. 

Most often, we turn 
to contemporary 

poets for this 
reading.

Jan Richardson is 
an artist, writer, and 
ordained minister in 

the United Methodist 
Church. Residing 

in Florida, she 
serves as director 
of The Wellspring 

Studio, LLC, and has 
traveled widely as 

a retreat leader and 
conference speaker.
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The Gospel	  	 Matthew 25: 14-30

Jesus said, “Again, it’s like a wealthy landowner who was going on a journey and called in three workers, 
entrusting some funds to them. The first was given five thousand dollars, the second two thousand, 
and the third one thousand, according to their abilities. Then the landowner went away. Immediately 

the worker who received the five thousand went and invested it and made another five. In the same way, 
the worker who received the two thousand doubled that figure. But the worker who received the one 
thousand instead went off and dug a hole in the ground and buried the money. 
After a long absence, the traveler returned home and settled accounts with them. The one who had 
received the five thousand came forward bringing the additional five, saying, ‘You entrusted me with 
five thousand; here are five thousand more.’ The landowner said, ‘Well done! You are a good and faithful 
worker. Since you were dependable in a small matter, I will put you in charge of larger affairs. Come, share 
my joy!’ The one who had received the two thousand then stepped forward with the additional two saying, 
‘You entrusted me with two thousand; here are two thousand more.’ The landowner said, ‘Cleverly done! 
You too are a good and faithful worker. Since you were dependable in a small matter. I will put you in 
charge of larger affairs. Come, share my joy!’  
Finally the one who had received the one thousand stepped forward and said to the landowner, ‘Knowing 
your ruthlessness—you who reap where you did not sow and gather where you did not scatter—and 
fearing your wrath, I went off and buried your thousand dollars in the ground. Here is your money back.’ 
The landowner exclaimed, ‘You worthless, lazy lout! So you know that I reap where I don’t sow and gather 
where I don’t scatter, do you? All the more reason to deposit my money with the bankers, so that on my 
return I could have had it back with interest! You, there! Take the thousand away from this bum and give 
it to the one with the ten thousand. Those who have will get more until they grow rich, while those who 
have not will lose even the little they have. Throw this worthless one outside into the darkness, where 
there is wailing and grinding of teeth.’ ”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon		  The Rev. Matt Lincoln

Musical Reflection

Affirmation of Faith

We affirm our faith in one God - 
Source of all life, 
greater than all names and forms, 
source of our being, 
closer than any. 
Upon this one God 
we depend for all we are 
and for all that ever will be. 

And we affirm our faith in Christ - 
Who has shown us the way to true Life 
by breaking the chain of human bondage, 
through his self-giving life and death 
and by his rising again,
he has given us hope for a new humanity, 
hope for the healing of earth's life. 

The four Gospels 
hold the core of 

Christian spiritual 
wisdom, reflecting 
the earliest stories 

and images of Jesus. 
Like all Scripture, 

they are not definitive 
prescriptions but 
narrative stories 

requiring endless 
interpretation.

The sermon invites 
your curiosity and 

thoughtfulness about 
the theme of worship, 

and is intended to 
evoke your thoughts 

rather than direct 
them.  An audio 
recording of the 

sermon is posted to 
the parish website 
each week, usually 

by Tuesday.

This creed is from 
the Church of South 

India.  Like all 
summaries of historic 
and communal belief, 

this is intended as a 
symbol of unity and 

continuity rather 
than a litmus test 

of one’s individual 
commitment to a 

particular dogma.

Continued on next page
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And we affirm our faith in the living Spirit of God - 
Through whom we awaken to God's purpose for the world, 
and share in the freedom, joy and peace of the children of God. 
For by his Spirit God's love has flooded our lives, 
shaping us into a community of forgiven and freely accepted 
brothers and sisters set apart for God's service,
and risen with Christ we share in his work for God's world 
of everlasting life, justice and peace.
Amen.

Community Prayer: Receiving and Releasing the Light of Christ
If you haven’t already lit a candle near where you are seated, you are invited to do so now. For the next 
few moments, sit quietly and offer your prayers to God for yourself, those close to you and all of the 
human family. Below is a word cloud to spark your imagination as you pray. It will also appear on the 
Live Stream. Because we are not sitting next to each other in church, feel free to share your prayers in 
the comment section on the Live Stream if you wish.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Now would be a great time to add a comment to the Live Stream!

Announcements



Page 7

Offertory Anthem	 "Soon We Will Be Done” by Kyle Pederson

Done with hatred and done with war;
Come lift the lonely, come lift up the poor.

Soon we will be done with the troubles of the world
When heaven comes to earth.
No more weepin' and wailin'
When heaven comes to earth.

Done! With the racism and sexism 
And all the isms and prisons that bind us,
That blind us from the hurt of another.

I want to be done, with addiction,
With any affliction that takes a hold
And won't let go, and speaks in lies and fiction.

Yeah, I want to be done, with the things that divide us
Instead of unite us, like the walls that we build,
The hate instilled, we fill with judgement inside us.

I want to be done, done with the violence,
And the silence when facing injustice, but I wonder
If you'd trust us if love was our compass.

Soon! When we come together
When! We stand up for each other, we
Will! offer these hands and feet and
Be! Love, compassion and grace, come heaven to earth, oh, Thy will be 
Done!

Concluding Prayers

Now, as Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
God, who cares for us,
The wonder of whose presence fills us with awe.
Let kindness, justice and love shine in our world.
Let your secrets be known here as they are in heaven.
Give us the food and the hope we need for today.
Forgive us our wrongdoing
as we forgive the wrongs done to us.
Protect us from pride and from despair
and from the fear and hate which can swallow us up.
In you is truth, meaning, glory and power,
while worlds come and go.
Amen.

Your financial 
support is not only a 

practical necessity. 
It can also be a very 
meaningful symbolic 

gesture, expressing 
your gratitude for the 
blessings in your life 

and your hope for 
health in the world. 
While the church is 

not open, Trinity has 
made a commitment 
to keep staff on the 

payroll. Plus, all the 
Trinity services are 

available online, 
either with Zoom 
or Facebook live 

streaming. You can 
donate online here. 
You can also mail a 

check to Trinity at 
371 Delaware Ave., 
Buffalo, NY 14202. 

Thank you!

We are following 
a pattern of using 

an alternative 
interpretation of the 
Lord’s Prayer for a 
few weeks and then 

using the traditional 
Prayer Book 

version for a week 
or two, and then 

going to a different 
interpretation for a 
few weeks, then the 

Prayer Book version, 
etc.

This version of the 
Lord’s Prayer was 
written by Monica 

Furlong (1930-
2003), a British 

author, journalist, 
and activist.

Jesus revealed a 
new, personal sense 
of relationship with 
God by addressing 
God as something 

like “Papa.” Always 
feel free to use your 

most meaningful 
name for God in 

saying the 
Lord’s Prayer.

https://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/trinitybuffalo
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Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Gracious God, you have given us grace at this time 
with one accord to make our common supplication to you; 
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 
you will be in the midst of them: 
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Blessing
Life is short. We do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who make the 
journey with us. So be swift to love. Make haste to be kind. And may the blessing of God, who 
made us, who loves us, and who animated and guides us be with you now and always. Amen.

Closing Hymn	 "Lord of all hopefulness”

Dismissal
Take your leave, trusting that we are made one in Christ, to shine in the world with God’s light. 
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Postlude	 "Alone Together” by Arthur Schwartz and Howard Dietz

The prayer of St. 
Chrysostom is found 

in both Morning 
Prayer and Evening 
Prayer in the Book 
of Common Prayer.

This blessing is 
based on the words 

of Henri Frederic 
Amiel (1821-1881).
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Services @Trinity

In the interest of staying connected and sharing what we can of our spiritual life together, here's our service lineup: 
Sunday morning @10:30  Live streaming on Facebook. The Sunday online Live Stream service remains accessible as a 
video recording on Trinity's Facebook page after the service is over. 
Trinity @7 Zoom gatherings on Sunday night @7pm featuring poetry and jazz.
Wednesday @noon Zoom gatherings offering prayer and holy conversation.
Thursday @7 Zoom gatherings @7pm offering the wisdom and fellowship of 12-Step recovery.
This plan will be in place for the foreseeable future. It's clear we will not have any sizable groups for many months to come. 
If you have ideas about safe ways to use our building for spiritual enrichment, please contact the church office to share 
your ideas and plans for implementation. Please continue to read the newsletters to stay informed.

Click here to find the readings. 
Email your request for a link to the Zoom worship services here. 

Thursday @noon to 2pm or by appointment  The church will be open for private prayer or meditation. You can 
chat quietly with one of the volunteers, or if you need, you can ask them to pray with you. Please wear a mask. You are 
required to sign a registry at the entrance to be used in the event contact tracing is necessary.

The Everything Happens: Kate Bowler Podcast Discussion group will gather again this Tuesday, November 17, 
at 7pm, facilitated by Tim Lane and Jeffrey Tooke.
Use this zoom link for the discussion group on Tuesdays at 7pm:
Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81668634672?pwd=eTVJZXFoNzVYdHZvSHZONG1NUUowZz09
Meeting ID: 816-6863-4672
Passcode: trintalk
This week’s podcast: November  17, 2020: Lanecia Rouse Tinsely: When Hope Seems Lost
Podcast Link: https://katebowler.com/podcasts/lanecia-rouse-tinsely-when-hope-seems-lost/
Discussion questions: https://katebowler.com/resources/discussion-questions-for-lanecia-rouse-when-hope-
seems-lost/
November 24, 2020: Bishop Curry: The Power of Ordinary Love
Podcast Link: https://katebowler.com/podcasts/bishop-michael-curry-the-power-of-ordinary-love/
If you are interested in joining the podcast discussion group or have questions about the group, please send an 
email to Jeffrey Tooke at jeffrey@bayharboradvisors.com to receive more information.

https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/online-worship-resources
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/copy-of-matt-lincoln-contact-page
https://katebowler.com/resources/discussion-questions-for-lanecia-rouse-when-hope-seems-lost/
https://katebowler.com/resources/discussion-questions-for-lanecia-rouse-when-hope-seems-lost/


Sunday @10:30am   	 Reflection, prayer, and music
Sunday @7:00pm	 An encounter with God through poetry and jazz
Wednesday @Noon	 Prayer and holy conversation
Thursday @7pm   	 12steps@Trinity, based on 12-step spirituality

Staff

The Reverend Matthew R. Lincoln, Rector
mlincoln@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 14
Krista Seddon, Director of Ensembles; Pianist
krista@kristaseddon.com
www.kristaseddon.com
Paul Cena, Organist and Choir Director
prcena@verizon.net
Colleen O'Neill, Parish Administrator and 
Director of Children's Ministries
coneill@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 10
Margaux Charlier, Child Care Worker

Jennifer Frey, Office Volunteer
clerical@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 19
Rich Mpelezos, Facility Manager
rmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 24
Jay Mpelezos, Caretaker
jmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
Sarah Caputi, Caretaker
scaputi@trinitybuffalo.org
Meghan Arnold, Caretaker
marnold@trinitybuffalo.org
Dale Worwa, Facility Cleaner
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Vestry

Teresa Maciocha, Senior Warden
Judy Atkinson Miller, Junior Warden 
Bing Sherrill, Treasurer 
Susana Bernhardt, Clerk
John Alduino
Joe Chamberlain
Edward Fries 
Karen Hall 
Jane Kearns 
Christina Kinney 
Kayla Kisenwether
Elaine “Gretchen” Lodick
Tom Owen

Choir Members

Paul Cena, Director
Laura Munson, Section Leader
Betsy Curtis
Cheryl Fisher
Elaine "Gretchen" Lodick
Christina Kinney
Suzanne Fatta, Section Leader
Susana Bernhardt
Sue Doherty
Mimi Dow
Carol Case Siracuse
John Clayton, Section Leader
Peter Dow
Dan Galley
Steve Shanley
Tyler Mecklenburg, Section Leader
Peter Curtis
Tom Owen

Today’s Worship Team

Vocalists:	 Laura Munson, Suzanne Fata, John Clayton, Tyler Mecklenburg
Guest Musician: 	 Harry Fackelman, saxophone
Readers:	 Dan Galley, Carol Case Siracuse, Joanne Dunnigan
Cyber Sacristan:	 Jeffrey Tooke

http://www.facebook.com/TrinityBuffalo
https://www.instagram.com/trinity.church.buffalo/
https://twitter.com/TrinityBuffalo1
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org

