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WE GATHER ON ZOOM to be in community and to share 
thoughts and reflections on the readings scheduled for the 
coming Sunday service. The service starts with praise to 
God. Then we read the three readings, taking turns serving 
as readers. Third, we pray for each other and the world. 
When this service can be held in person, Holy Communion 
comes next. At this time, however, we will simply shift from 
formal readings to informal discussion and conversation. 

Feel free to provide yourself with coffee or tea while we chat. Welcome!
 
 
Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  Amen.  
 
Gracious God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen. 

Open our lips, O God, 
And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
Be joyful, and serve God with gladness, 
and come before God’s presence with a song. 
Let us enter this sacred moment with thanksgiving, 
and come into God’s presence with praise. 
God is good; God’s mercy is everlasting; 
and God’s faithfulness endures from age to age.

Now, we respond to the Pope’s invitation to pray in unity with Christians around the world, 
praying the Lords’ Prayer at noon today in our own time zone.

Our Father,* who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.
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*Jesus revealed a new, personal sense of 
relationship with God by addressing God as 
something like “Papa.” Always feel free to use 
your most meaningful name for God in saying 
the Lord’s Prayer.


Although Trinity often uses different 
interpretations of the Lord’s Prayer when we 
worship, today we use the traditional version to 
express our trust that we are one with God and 
all people around the world and throughout 
history.



Life giving God, we praise you for your steadfast love, for the assurance given in countless 
ways that our whole lives are held in your embrace. Open our hearts and minds to your truth 
and your presence, conveyed in words shared by your people. Amen.

Three Readings
First Reading
The Story of Jesus Entering Jerusalem: Matthew 21:1-11
As they approached Jerusalem, entering Beth-Phage at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent off 
two disciples with the instructions, “Go into the village straight ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a tethered donkey with her colt standing beside her. Untie them and lead them 
back to me. If anyone questions you, say, ‘The Rabbi needs them.’ Then they will let them go 
at once.” This came about to fulfill what was said through the prophet: “Tell the daughter of 
Zion, ‘Your Sovereign comes to you without display, riding on a donkey, on a colt—the foal of a 
beast of burden.’” 
So the disciples went off and did what Jesus had ordered. They brought the donkey and her 
colt, and after they laid their cloaks on the animals, Jesus mounted and rode toward the city. 
Great crowds of people spread their cloaks on the road, while some began to cut branches 
from the trees and lay them along the path. The crowds—those who went in front of Jesus and 
those who followed—were all shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Heir to the House of David! Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the 
Most High! Hosanna in the highest!” As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred to 
its depths, demanding, “Who is this?” “And the crowd kept answering, “This is the prophet 
Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee!”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
Thanks be to God.

Middle Reading
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
I thank you, God, for your goodness! 

Your love is everlasting! 
Let Israel say it: 

“Your love is everlasting!” 
Open the gates of justice for me, 

let me come in and thank you, God. 
This is the gate of God, 

and only the upright can enter! 
Thank you for hearing me, 

for saving me. 
It was the stone which the builders rejected that became the keystone; 

this is God’s doing, and it is wonderful to see. 
This is the day God has made—

let us celebrate with joy! 
Please, God, please save us! 

Please, God, give us prosperity now! 
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Blessings on the one who comes in the Name of God! 
We bless you from God’s Temple!

The Lord is God and God has enlightened us. Join the festal procession! 
With palm fronds in hand, go up to the horns of the altar!

You are my God, and I thank you; you are my God, and I exalt you. 
Thank you for hearing me, for saving me. 

Thank you, God, for your goodness! 
Your love is everlasting!

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
Thanks be to God.

A Prayer
Let us pray
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered 
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Passion
Matthew 27:11-54
Narrator: Then Jesus was arraigned before Pontius Pilate, the governor, who questioned 

him. 
Pilate “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
Jesus “You say that I am.” 
Narrator Yet when Jesus was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made no reply. 

At the time they were holding a notorious prisoner named Barabbas. So when 
the crowd gathered, The chief priests and elders convinced the crowds that they 
should ask for Barabbas, and have Jesus put to death. So when the governor 
asked them, 

Pilate “Which one do you wish me to release for you?” 
Narrator They all cried, 
Crowd “Barabbas!” 
Pilate “Then what am I to do with Jesus, the so-called Messiah?” 
Crowd “Crucify him!”
Pilate “Why? What crime has he committed?” 
Crowd “Crucify him!”
Narrator Pilate finally realized that he was getting nowhere with this—in fact, a riot was 

breaking out. Pilate called for water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, 
declaring as he did so, 

Pilate “I am innocent of this man’s blood. The responsibility is yours.”
Crowd “Let his blood be on us and on our children.”
Narrator At that, Pilate released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus whipped with a cat-

o’-nine-tails, then handed him over to be crucified. 
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The governor’s soldiers took Jesus inside the Praetorium and assembled the 
whole cohort around him. They stripped off his clothes and wrapped him in a 
scarlet military cloak. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they pressed it onto his 
head and stuck a reed in his right hand. Then they began to mock Jesus by 
dropping to their knees, saying, 

Soldiers “All hail, King of the Jews!”
Narrator They also spat at him. Afterward they took hold of the reed and struck Jesus on 

the head. Finally, when they had finished mocking him, they stripped him of the 
cloak, dressed him in his own clothes and led him off to crucifixion. 
On their way out, they met a Cyrenian named Simon, whom they pressed into 
service to carry the cross. Upon arriving at a site called Golgotha (which means 
Place of the Skull) they gave Jesus a drink of wine mixed with a narcotic herb, 
which Jesus tasted but refused to drink. Once they had nailed Jesus to the cross, 
they divided his clothes among them by rolling dice; then they sat down and kept 
watch over him. Above his head, they put the charge against him in writing: “This 
is Jesus, King of the Jews.” 
Two robbers were crucified along with Jesus, one at his right and one at his left. 
People going by insulted Jesus. The robbers who had been crucified with Jesus 
jeered at him in the same way. 
At noon, darkness fell over the whole land until about three in the afternoon. At 
that hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 

Jesus “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” 
Narrator which means, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”

Once again, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, then he gave up his spirit. Suddenly, 
the curtain in front of the Holy of Holies was ripped in half from top to bottom. The 
earth quaked, boulders were split and tombs were opened. 

(Pause for silence)
Many bodies of holy ones who had fallen asleep were raised. After Jesus’ 
resurrection, they came out of their tombs and entered the holy city, and 
appeared to many. The centurion and his cohort, who were standing guard over 
Jesus’ body, were terror-stricken at seeing the earthquake and all that was 
happening, and said, 

Centurion “Clearly, this was God’s Own!”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
Thanks be to God.

The Prayers of the People
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; including members of all 
religions; the people and leadership of The Episcopal Church; and the community of Trinity.  
Let us pray for all who seek the beauty of holiness.
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Silence is held
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.  
Let us pray for equity, mutual regard, and peace.
Silence is held
I ask your prayers for those who are sick, who struggle in poverty or under oppression, and for 
those who care for them. Let us pray for those in any need or trouble.
Silence is held
I ask your prayers for all who seek to practice their spirituality, and live more nearly according 
to their values. Let us pray for us all.
Silence is held
I ask your prayers for those who have died, and for those who grieve the absent. Let us pray 
for the grieving and the dead.
Silence is held
And now, let us give thanks to God for the abundance of our lives. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.

The Peace
 
The peace of God be always with you.
And also with you. 

Holy Conversation
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