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Welcome to Trinity’s virtual community! 
As you watch the Live Stream of this service, feel free to add comments, 
likes, etc. to the comment section at any time!

You might want to light a candle and place it near you. During the service, 
you will be invited to light a candle if you haven’t already, so at least gather 
what you need  for that moment if you wish to participate.

When we don’t have to practice social distancing, the people of Trinity Church gather around 
a table piled high with spiritual food, and there is a place for you and everyone at the table, 
whatever your religious practice may be. For now, that food really is spiritual, and there isn’t 
a physical, sacramental aspect. Nevertheless, this is a time of sharing and connecting with one 
another, knowing that we are bound together by God’s love. Trinity Church is a metropolitan 
house of prayer, a community of worship and spiritual inquiry, welcoming all people. Recognizing 
our common brokenness, yet rejoicing in the reconciling love of God through Jesus Christ, we 
nurture one another in our spiritual life together. 

Trinity Church is an Episcopal Church and a member parish of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Western New York of the Episcopal Church in the United States, and is a part of the Anglican 
Communion, which is based in England, but found worldwide. If you would like to learn more 
about Trinity, visit www.trinitybuffalo.org or look for trinitybuffalo on Facebook, trinity.church.
buffalo on Instagram, or @TrinityBuffalo1 on Twitter. 

Prelude "AdAgio in g minor” by T. Albinoni

 

CenTering PrAyer

Let us pray out loud, together: 
O God of peace, you have taught us that in returning and rest we shall be 
saved, in quietness and in confidence shall be our strength: By the might of 
your Spirit lift us to your presence, where we may be still and know that you 
are God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FirsT reAding ePhesiAns 5:8-14 

There was a time when you were darkness, but now you are light in Christ. Live as children 
of the light. Light produces every kind of goodness, justice and truth. Be correct in your 
judgment of what pleases our Savior. Take no part in deeds done in darkness, which bear 

no fruit; rather, expose them. It's shameful even to mention the things these people do in secret; 
but when such deeds are exposed and seen in the light of day, everything that becomes visible 
is light. That's why we read, 
“Awake, O sleeper, arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Cover image: 
“Parliament at 

Sunset” 1904 by 
Claude Monet, 

photo by 
Matt Lincoln

This centering 
prayeris from the 
Book of Common 

Prayer 1979.

Both Bible readings 
are taken from The 

Inclusive Bible: The 
First Egalitarian 

Translation by 
Priests for Equality.
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eCho  “sound oF silenCe”

middle reAding "moneT reFuses The oPerATion” by lisel mueller

Doctor, you say there are no haloes
around the streetlights in Paris
and what I see is an aberration
caused by old age, an affliction.
I tell you it has taken me all my life
to arrive at the vision of gas lamps as angels,
to soften and blur and finally banish
the edges you regret I don’t see,
to learn that the line I called the horizon
does not exist and sky and water,
so long apart, are the same state of being.
Fifty-four years before I could see
Rouen cathedral is built
of parallel shafts of sun,
and now you want to restore
my youthful errors: fixed
notions of top and bottom,
the illusion of three-dimensional space,
wisteria separate
from the bridge it covers.
What can I say to convince you
the Houses of Parliament dissolve
night after night to become
the fluid dream of the Thames?
I will not return to a universe
of objects that don’t know each other,
as if islands were not the lost children
of one great continent. The world
is flux, and light becomes what it touches,

Written by 
Paul Simon in 

1963 and 1964.

The Middle Reading 
fills the role of a 

Bible reading, but 
it doesn't come 

from the Bible. It is 
our way of trying 

to listen for God's 
ongoing word as it 

is spoken outside the 
limits of the Bible. 

Most often, we turn 
to contemporary 

poets for this 
reading.

Lisel Mueller 
(b. 1924) is a 

German-American 
poet. She won the 

U.S. National Book 
Award in 1981 and 

the Pulitzer Prize 
in 1997.

Continued on next page
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becomes water, lilies on water,
above and below water,
becomes lilac and mauve and yellow
and white and cerulean lamps,
small fists passing sunlight
so quickly to one another
that it would take long, streaming hair
inside my brush to catch it.
To paint the speed of light!
Our weighted shapes, these verticals,
burn to mix with air
and change our bones, skin, clothes
to gases. Doctor,
if only you could see
how heaven pulls earth into its arms
and how infinitely the heart expands
to claim this world, blue vapor without end.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

eCho   “sound oF silenCe”
In restless dreams I walk alone narrow streets of cobblestone,
‘Neath the halo of a street lamp, I turned my collar to the cold and damp.
When my eyes were stabbed by the flash of a neon light, that split the night.
Disturb the sound of silence.

gosPel reAding John 9:1-41

As Jesus walked along, he saw someone who had been blind from birth. The disciples 
asked Jesus, “Rabbi, was it this individual’s sin that caused the blindness, or that of 
the parents?” “Neither,” answered Jesus. “It wasn’t because of anyone’s sin—not this 

person’s, nor the parents. Rather, it was to let God’s works shine forth in this person. We must 
do the deeds of the One who sent me while it is still day—for night is coming, when no one 
can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
With that, Jesus spat on the ground, made mud with his saliva and smeared the blind one’s 
eyes with the mud. Then Jesus said, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (“Siloam” means “sent”). 
So the person went off to wash, and came back able to see. Neighbors and those who had 
been accustomed to seeing the blind beggar began to ask, “Isn’t this the one who used to sit 
and beg?” Some said yes; others said no—the one who had been healed simply looked like the 
beggar. But the individual in question said, “No—I was the beggar." 
The people then asked, "Then how were your eyes opened?” The answer came, “The one 
they call Jesus made mud and smeared it on my eyes, and told me to go to Siloam and wash. 
When I went and washed, I was able to see." 
“Where is Jesus?” they asked. The person replied, “I have no idea.” They took the one who 
had been born blind to the Pharisees. It had been on a Sabbath that Jesus had made the mud 
paste and opened the beggar’s eyes. The Pharisees asked how the individual could see. They 
were told, “Jesus put mud on my eyes. I washed it off, and now I can see.” This prompted 

The four Gospels 
hold the core of 

Christian spiritual 
wisdom, reflecting 
the earliest stories 

and images of Jesus. 
Like all Scripture, 

they are not definitive 
prescriptions but 
narrative stories 

requiring endless 
interpretation.



Page 5

some Pharisees to say, “This Jesus cannot be from God, because he doesn't keep the Sabbath.” 
Others argued, “But how could a sinner perform signs like these?” They were sharply divided. 
Then they addressed the blind person again: “Since it was your eyes he opened, what do you 
have to say about this Jesus?” “He's a prophet,” came the reply. The Temple authorities refused 
to believe that this one had been blind and had begun to see, until they summoned the parents. 
“Is this your child?” they asked. “And if so, do you attest that your child was blind at birth? 
How do you account for the fact that now your child can see?” The parents answered, “We 
know this is our child, blind from birth. But how our child can see now, or who opened those 
blind eyes, we have no idea. But don’t ask us—our child is old enough to speak without us!” 
The parents answered this way because they were afraid of the Temple authorities, who had 
already agreed among themselves that anyone who acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah would 
be put out of the synagogue. That was why they said, “Our child is of age and should be asked 
directly.” 
A second time they summoned the one who had been born blind and said, “Give God the 
glory instead; we know that this Jesus is a sinner.” “I don't know whether he is a sinner or not,” 
the individual answered. “All I know is that I used to be blind, and now can see.” They persisted, 
"Just what did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” “I already told you, but you won’t 
listen to me,” came the answer. “Why do you want to hear it all over again? Don’t tell me you 
want to become disciples of Jesus too!” They retorted scornfully, “You're the one who is Jesus’ 
disciple. We are disciples of Moses. We know that God spoke to Moses, but we have no idea 
where this Jesus comes from.” The other retorted: “Well, this is news! You don’t know where 
he comes from, yet he opened my eyes! We know that God doesn’t hear sinners, but that if 
people are devout and obey God’s will, God listens to them. It is unheard of that anyone ever 
gave sight to a person blind from birth. If Jesus were not from God, he could never have done 
such a thing!” 
“What!” they exclaimed. “You're steeped in sin from birth, and you're going to lecture us?” 
With that they threw the person out. 
When Jesus heard of the expulsion, he sought out the healed one and asked, “Do you believe 
in the Chosen One?” The other answered, “Who is this One, that I may believe?” “You're 
looking at him,” Jesus replied. “The Chosen One is speaking to you now.” The healed one said, 
“Yes, I believe,” and worshiped Jesus. 
And Jesus said, “I came into this world to execute justice, to make the sightless see and the 
seeing blind.” Some of the Pharisees who were nearby heard this and said, “You’re not calling 
us blind, are you?” To which Jesus replied, “If you were blind, there would be no sin in that. But 
since you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

eCho   “sound oF silenCe”
And in the naked I saw, ten thousand people maybe more.
people talking without speaking, people talking without list’ning,
people writing songs that voices never share. 
and no one dared disturb the sound of silence.

Nobody set out to 
write The Bible. The 

Hebrew Scriptures 
were created over 
many centuries by 

many people to record 
the Jewish People’s 
experience of God. 

The same is true of the 
Christian Scriptures, 
some of which were 

letters written to a 
specific audience in 
response to specific 

needs—and were then 
found to be helpful to 
the faithful even after 

fulfilling their original 
purpose.
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The sermon invites 
your curiosity and 

thoughtfulness 
about the theme 

of worship, and is 
intended to evoke 

your thoughts rather 
than direct them. 

This creed comes 
from the United 

Church of Canada. 
Like the Nicene 

Creed that it reflects, 
it is an expression of 

faith intended as a 
symbol of solidarity 

with other Christians 
throughout history 
but not as a pledge 

of allegiance 
required for 

membership.

sermon  The rev. mATT linColn

musiCAl reFleCTion gAbriel's oboe by ennio morriCone

AFFirmATion oF FAiTh

We are not alone, we live in God’s Creation.
We believe in God:
  who has created and is creating,
  who has come in Jesus,
  the Word made flesh,
  to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
  to celebrate God’s presence,
  to love and serve others,
  to seek justice and resist evil,
  to proclaim Jesus,
    crucified and risen,
    our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
  God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Continued on next page
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hymn  "be now my vision" 

CommuniTy PrAyer: reCeiving And releAsing The lighT oF ChrisT
If you haven’t already lit a candle near where you are seated, you are invited to do so now. Spend a 
moment gazing at it, receiving the light through your eyes, receiving God’s assurance that you are loved, 
as are all the people who are in your prayers. Then, after a moment of being receptive, extinguish the 
candle, and release your prayers to rise to the transcendent God the same way the smoke from the 
extinguished candle dissipates.

Music during the 
prayers: Kyrie, 

from Missa Luba, 
which was developed 

from collective 
improvisations on 

traditional song forms 
by Les Troubadours 

du Roi Baudouin, 
a choir of adults 

and children from 
the Congolese town 

of Kamina in Katanga 
Province, brought 

together by Fr. Guido 
Haazen O.F.M. It was 

first performed 
in 1958.
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Now would be a 
great time to add 
a comment to the 

Live Stream!

Your financial 
support is not 

only a practical 
necessity. It 

can also be a 
very meaningful 

symbolic gesture, 
expressing your 
gratitude for all 

the blessings 
in your life and 

your hope for 
goodness in the 
world. You can 

make an offering 
by putting cash 

or a check in 
the collection 
plate, or you 
can use your 

smart phone. To 
initiate an online 
donation, text the 

word "give" to 
(716) 221-8580. 

*Jesus revealed 
a new, personal 

sense of 
relationship 
with God by 

addressing God 
as something 
like “Papa.” 

Always feel 
free to use your 

most meaningful 
name for God in 

saying the Lord’s 
Prayer.

This prayer 
is found in 

both Morning 
Prayer and 

Evening Prayer 
in the Book of 

Common Prayer.

The PeACe
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.
Now would be a great time to add a comment to the Live Stream!

AnnounCemenTs

oFFerTory AnThem "The deserT shAll reJoiCe” by mAlColm ArCher

The desert shall rejoice and blossom as a rose,
 It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with praise and singing.
For the ears of the deaf shall hear and the eyes of the blind shall be opened.

For the tongue of the dumb shall sing and the lame will dance for joy.
For the ground will become a pool and the dry land will be springs of water.

As the ransomed return to the Lord
They shall come back singing unto Zion with joy.

The lord’s PrAyer
Now, as Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
Our Father,* who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

PrAyer oF sT. ChrysosTom 
Let us pray:
Gracious God, you have given us grace at this time 
with one accord to make our common supplication to you; 
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 
you will be in the midst of them: 
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Music from Church Publishing (Hymnal 1982; Wonder Love & Praise; Lift Every Voice and Sing II) is 
reproduced under a license from RiteSong. Other music is reproduced under OneLicense A-700776.
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blessing
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things, and the blessing of God, the Holy and undivided Trinity, be with you always. 
Amen.

hymn “AmAzing grACe” To house oF The rising sun

dismissAl
Take your leave, trusting that we are made one in Christ, to shine in the world with God’s light.
Thanks be to God.

PosTlude   “oboe ConCerTo in C minor, movemenT iii" by AlessAndro mArCello

AnnounCemenTs

Auction News
Even if we are able to have large public gatherings by May 8, the date set for this year’s auction, we will not be 
able to prepare for it by that time. The leadership team has therefore decided to postpone until a later date 
to be determined. It will be a joyful occasion, supporting the church we love, so please look forward to it, and 
PLEASE continue to set aside donations! Keep them at home for now, and rest assured that they will be needed 
in due course!

Social Media   
Trinity has active pages on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.  You can help attract new followers from outside the 
parish by following Trinity's social media pages yourself.  "Liking" an individual post is fine and you should always 
do that, but following the pages on social media will help spread the word about Trinity's activities and events.

This blessing 
is based on 

Philippians 4:8.

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
was blind but now I see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

The Lord has promised good to me,
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,
I have already come;
'tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.



Sunday @10:30am    Includes communion at an open table
Sunday @7:00pm An encounter with God through poetry, jazz, and meditation
Wednesday @11am Rite 2 communion and coffee
Thursday @7pm    12steps@Trinity, based on 12-step spirituality

sTAFF

The Reverend Matthew R. Lincoln, Rector
mlincoln@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 14
The Reverend Deacon Rosaleen B. Nogle, Curate
rnogle@trinitybuffalo.org
Krista Seddon, Director of Ensembles; Pianist
krista@kristaseddon.com
www.kristaseddon.com
Paul Cena, Organist and Choir Director
prcena@verizon.net
Colleen O'Neill, Parish Administrator and 
Director of Children's Ministries
coneill@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 10
Margaux Charlier, Child Care Worker

Jennifer Frey, Office Volunteer
clerical@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 19
Rich Mpelezos, Facility Manager
rmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 24
Jay Mpelezos, Caretaker
jmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
Sarah Caputi, Caretaker
scaputi@trinitybuffalo.org
Alex Privitera, Caretaker
aprivitera@trinitybuffalo.org
Dale Worwa, Facility Cleaner
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Teresa Maciocha, Senior Warden
Judy Atkinson Miller, Junior Warden 
Bing Sherrill, Treasurer 
Susana Bernhardt, Clerk
John Alduino
Joe Chamberlain
Edward Fries 
Karen Hall 
Jane Kearns 
Christina Kinney 
Kayla Kisenwether
Elaine “Gretchen” Lodick
Tom Owen

Choir members

Paul Cena, Director
Laura Munson, Section Leader
Betsy Curtis
Cheryl Fisher
Elaine "Gretchen" Lodick
Christina Kinney
Suzanne Fatta, Section Leader
Susana Bernhardt
Sue Doherty
Mimi Dow
Carol Case Siracuse
John Clayton, Section Leader
Peter Dow
Dan Galley
Steve Shanley
Nicholas Williams, Section Leader
Peter Curtis
Tom OwenTodAy’s worshiP TeAm

Liturgist: Leslie Charlier
Readers: Emily Carlin, Kayla Kisenwether, 
 Gretchen Lodick, Rosey Nogle
Guest Musician: Christine Ford, Oboe


