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Welcome to Trinity’s online community! 
As you watch the live stream of this service, feel free to add comments, 
likes, etc. to the comment section at any time!

You might want to light a candle and place it near you. It is traditional for 
the Church to light a new candle before dawn on Easter morning and keep it 
lit throughout the 50 days of the Easter season. You may not find it practical 
or wise to keep a candle lit for 50 days at home, but you can certainly light 
your own Paschal Candle during the service today.

When we don’t have to practice social distancing, the people of Trinity Church gather around 
a table piled high with spiritual food, and there is a place for you and everyone at the table, 
whatever your religious practice may be. For now, that food really is spiritual, and there isn’t 
a physical, sacramental aspect. Nevertheless, this is a time of sharing and connecting with one 
another, knowing that we are bound together by God’s love. Trinity Church is a metropolitan 
house of prayer, a community of worship and spiritual inquiry, welcoming all people. Recognizing 
our common brokenness, yet rejoicing in the reconciling love of God through Jesus Christ, we 
nurture one another in our spiritual life together. 

Trinity Church is an Episcopal Church and a member parish of the Diocesan Partnership of 
Western New York and Northwest Pennsylvania and is a part of the Anglican Communion, 
which is based in England, but found worldwide. If you would like to learn more about Trinity, 
see all our contact information on the last page.

Prelude "Fragile” by Sting

Centering Prayer

Let us pray out loud, together: 
We look with uncertainty
Beyond the old choices for
Clear-cut answers
To softer, more permeable aliveness
Which is every moment
At the brink of death;
Something new is being born in us
If we but let it.
We stand in a new doorway,
Awaiting that which comes…
Daring to be human creatures.
Vulnerable to the beauty of existence.
Learning to love.
Amen.

Cover image: 
"Strong Rock, 

Black Hills, 
South Dakota” by 

Matt Lincoln, 2011

This centering 
prayer is a poem 

called “Life Prayer” 
by Anne Hillman.
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OPening Hymn "nOw tHe green blade riSetH"

FirSt reading PSalm 31:1-5, 15-16

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;

  let me never be put to shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness.
Incline your ear to me; 

  make haste to deliver me.
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
  for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.
Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.
Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me,
  O Lord, O God of truth.
My times are in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
  and from those who persecute me.
Make your face to shine upon your servant, 

  and in your loving-kindness save me.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Bible readings 
are taken from 

The Inclusive Bible: 
The First Egalitarian 

Translation by 
Priests for Equality.
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eCHO   “my Sweet lOrd”

middle reading “tHe laSt time” by marie HOwe

The last time we had dinner together in a restaurant
with white table cloths, he leaned forward

and took my two hands in his and said,
I'm going to die soon. I want you to know that.

And I said, I think I do know.
And he said, what surprises me is that you don’t.

And I said, I do. And he said, What?
And I said, Know that you're going to die.

And he said, No, I mean know that you are.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

eCHO   “my Sweet lOrd”
See above

tHe gOSPel   JOHn 14:1-14

Jesus said, “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God, have faith in me as well. 
In God’s house there are many dwelling places; otherwise, how could I have told you that I 
was going to prepare a place for you? I am indeed going to prepare a place for you, and then 

I will come back to take you with me, that where I am there you may be as well. You know the 
way that leads to where I am going.” Thomas replied, “But we don’t know where you’re going. 
How can we know the way?” Jesus told him, “I myself am the Way—I am Truth, and I am Life. 
No one comes to Abba God but through me. If you really knew me, you would know Abba 
God also. From this point on, you know Abba God and you have Abba God.” 

“Rabbi,” Philip said, “show us Abba God, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus replied, “Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and still you don’t know me? 

Why hasn’t this 
George Harrison 

song been part of our 
repertoire all along? 
It was first recorded 

and released by Billy 
Preston and soon 
after by Harrison 
himself, in 1970.

The Middle Reading 
fills the role of a 

Bible reading, but 
it doesn't come 

from the Bible. It is 
our way of trying 

to listen for God's 
ongoing word as it 

is spoken outside the 
limits of the Bible. 

Most often, we turn 
to contemporary 

poets for this 
reading.

Poet Marie Howe 
(b. 1950) describes 

her brother John 
Howe as her best 

friend. He died 
from AIDS related 

illness in 1989. 
This poem is from 

her book, What the 
Living Do (1997), 

an elegy to him. 
Howe has taught 

at Sarah Lawrence 
College, Columbia 

University, and NYU. 
She coedited (with 
Michael Klein) the 
essay anthology In 

the Company 
of My Solitude: 

American Writing 
from the AIDS 

Pandemic (1994). 
She was the Poet 
Laureate of New 

York State from 2012 
to 2014. She lives in 

New York City.

Continued on next page



Page 5

Whoever has seen me has seen Abba God. How can you say, ‘Show us your Abba’? Don’t you 
believe that I am in Abba God and God is in me? The words I speak are not spoken of myself; 
it is Abba God, living in me, who is accomplishing the works of God. Believe me that I am in 
God and God is in me, or else believe because of the works I do. The truth of the matter is, 
anyone who has faith in me will do the works I do—and greater works besides. Why? Because 
I go to Abba God, and whatever you ask in my name I will do, so that God may be glorified in 
me. Anything you ask in my name I will do.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
 Thanks be to God.

eCHO   “my Sweet lOrd”

SermOn  tHe rev. matt linCOln

muSiCal reFleCtiOn

aFFirmatiOn OF FaitH

We are not alone, we live in God’s Creation.
We believe in God:
  who has created and is creating,
  who has come in Jesus,
  the Word made flesh,
  to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
  to celebrate God’s presence,
  to love and serve others,
  to seek justice and resist evil,
  to proclaim Jesus,
    crucified and risen,
    our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
  God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
Amen.

Nobody set out to 
write The Bible. The 

Hebrew Scriptures 
were created over 
many centuries by 

many people to 
record the Jewish 

People’s experience 
of God. The same is 
true of the Christian 
Scriptures, some of 
which were letters 

written to a specific 
audience in response 

to specific needs—
and were then found 

to be helpful 
to the faithful even 
after fulfilling their 

original purpose.

The four Gospels 
hold the core of 

Christian spiritual 
wisdom, reflecting 
the earliest stories 

and images of Jesus. 
Like all Scripture, 

they are not definitive 
prescriptions but 
narrative stories 

requiring endless 
interpretation.

The sermon invites 
your curiosity and 

thoughtfulness about 
the theme of worship, 

and is intended to 
evoke your thoughts 

rather than direct 
them.  An audio 
recording of the 

sermon is posted to 
the parish website 
each week, usually 

by Tuesday.

This creed comes 
from the United 

Church of Canada. 
Like the Nicene 

Creed that it reflects, 
it is an expression of 

faith intended as a 
symbol of solidarity 

with other Christians 
throughout history 

but not as a pledge of 
allegiance required 

for membership.
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This prayer was 
written by the Rev. 

Dr. Richard Bott, 
Moderator of the 
United Church of 

Canada.

COmmunity Prayer: reCeiving and releaSing tHe ligHt OF CHriSt
If you haven’t already lit a candle near where you are seated, you are invited to do so now. Spend a 
moment gazing at it, receiving the light through your eyes, receiving God’s assurance that you are loved, 
as are all the people who are in your prayers. At this time, please add your prayers to the comments 
section on Facebook.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
In this time of COVID-19, we pray:
When we aren’t sure, God, – help us be calm.
When information comes – from all sides, correct and not, help us to discern.
When fear makes it hard to breathe, and anxiety seems to be the order of the day, slow us down, God.
Help us to reach out with our hearts, when we can’t touch with our hands.
Help us to be socially connected, when we have to be socially distant.
Help us to love as perfectly as we can, knowing that ‘perfect love casts out all fear.’
For the doctors, we pray,
for the nurses, we pray,
for the technicians and the janitors and the
aides and the caregivers, we pray,
for the researchers and theorists,
the epidemiologists and investigators,
for those who are sick,
and those who are grieving, we pray,
for all who are affected,
all around the world…
we pray
for safety,
for health,
for wholeness. 
May we feed the hungry,
give drink to the thirsty,
clothe the naked and house those without homes.
May we walk with those who feel they are alone,
and may we do all that we can to heal
the sick—
in spite of the epidemic,
in spite of the fear.
Help us, O God,
that we might help each other.
In the love of the Creator,
in the name of the Healer,
in the life of the Holy Spirit that is in all and with all,
we pray.
Amen.

Continued on next page
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muSiCal reSPOnSe “day by day”
After a short introduction, we’ll sing this once.

Day by day, day by day,
Oh, dear Lord, three things I pray: 
To see thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly, day by day.

tHe PeaCe
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.

Now would be a great time to add a comment to the Live Stream!

annOunCementS

OFFertOry antHem "COme, my way, my trutH, my ligHt” by geOrge Herbert/eugene butler 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Light, such a Way as gives us breath, 
Such a Truth that ends all strife, such a life that killeth death.

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength, such a Light as shows a Feast,
Such a Feast as mends in length, such a Strength as makes His guest.

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart, such a Joy as none can move,
Such a Love as none can part, such a Heart that joys in love.

COnCluding PrayerS
Now, as Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
   Loving God,* within and around us, we revere you. 
We seek to live life as you would want us to do; 
 with love and respect for all people and all things in the universe. 
May we find each day sufficient for our needs, 
 and find forgiveness when we do wrong, 
 just as we forgive those who do wrong to us. 
In times of trouble, may we centre our lives in you. 
For your being is love, 
 which comes with strength and with beauty, 
 throughout eternity. Amen.

Prayer OF St. CHrySOStOm 
Let us pray:
Gracious God, you have given us grace at this time 
with one accord to make our common supplication to you; 
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 
you will be in the midst of them: 
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Your financial 
support is not only a 

practical necessity. 
It can also be a very 
meaningful symbolic 

gesture, expressing 
your gratitude for the 
blessings in your life 

and your hope for 
health in the world. 
While the church is 

not open, Trinity has 
made a commitment 
to keep staff on the 

payroll. Plus, all the 
Trinity services are 

available online, 
either with Zoom 
or Facebook live 

streaming. You can 
donate online here. 
You can also mail a 

check to Trinity at 
371 Delaware Ave., 
Buffalo, NY 14202. 

Thank you!

This version of the 
Lord’s Prayer is 

by Margaret Rolfe, 
member, Centre 
for Progressive 

Religious Thought, 
Canberra, Australia.

*Jesus revealed a 
new, personal sense 
of relationship with 
God by addressing 
God as something 

like “Papa.” 
Always feel free 
to use your most 

meaningful name 
for God in saying 
the Lord’s Prayer.

This prayer is found 
in both Morning 

Prayer and Evening 
Prayer in the Book 
of Common Prayer.

https://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/trinitybuffalo


Page 8

bleSSing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd 
of the sheep, make you perfect in every good work to do God’s will, working in you that which is 
well-pleasing in God’s sight; and may the blessing of God, who made us, who loves us, and who 
animates and guides us be with you now and always. Amen.

ClOSing Hymn "lOve divine, all lOveS exCelling"

diSmiSSal
Take your leave, trusting that we are made one in Christ, to shine in the world with God’s light. 
Alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POStlude "nOw tHe green blade riSeS” arr. by mark SediO



Page 9

Trinity's other weekly worship services are shared as Zoom meetings online. 
Trinity@7 starts at 7pm on Sunday nights and features poetry and jazz. 
Wednesday@Noon offers prayer and holy conversation.
12 Steps@Trinity starts at 7pm Thursday nights and offers the wisdom and 
fellowship of 12-Step Recovery.
Click here to find the readings. 
Email your request for a link to the Zoom worship services here. 

Music from Church Publishing (Hymnal 1982; Wonder Love & Praise; Lift Every Voice and Sing II) is reproduced 
under a license from RiteSong. Other music is reproduced under OneLicense A-700776.

https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/online-worship-resources
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org/copy-of-matt-lincoln-contact-page


Sunday @10:30am    Reflection, prayer, and music
Sunday @7:00pm An encounter with God through poetry and jazz
Wednesday @Noon Prayer and holy conversation
Thursday @7pm    12steps@Trinity, based on 12-step spirituality

StaFF

The Reverend Matthew R. Lincoln, Rector
mlincoln@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 14
The Reverend Deacon Rosaleen B. Nogle, Curate
rnogle@trinitybuffalo.org
Krista Seddon, Director of Ensembles; Pianist
krista@kristaseddon.com
www.kristaseddon.com
Paul Cena, Organist and Choir Director
prcena@verizon.net
Colleen O'Neill, Parish Administrator and 
Director of Children's Ministries
coneill@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 10
Margaux Charlier, Child Care Worker

Jennifer Frey, Office Volunteer
clerical@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 19
Rich Mpelezos, Facility Manager
rmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
(716) 852-8314 ext. 24
Jay Mpelezos, Caretaker
jmpelezos@trinitybuffalo.org
Sarah Caputi, Caretaker
scaputi@trinitybuffalo.org
Meghan Arnold, Caretaker
marnold@trinitybuffalo.org
Dale Worwa, Facility Cleaner
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veStry

Teresa Maciocha, Senior Warden
Judy Atkinson Miller, Junior Warden 
Bing Sherrill, Treasurer 
Susana Bernhardt, Clerk
John Alduino
Joe Chamberlain
Edward Fries 
Karen Hall 
Jane Kearns 
Christina Kinney 
Kayla Kisenwether
Elaine “Gretchen” Lodick
Tom Owen

CHOir memberS

Paul Cena, Director
Laura Munson, Section Leader
Betsy Curtis
Cheryl Fisher
Elaine "Gretchen" Lodick
Christina Kinney
Suzanne Fatta, Section Leader
Susana Bernhardt
Sue Doherty
Mimi Dow
Carol Case Siracuse
John Clayton, Section Leader
Peter Dow
Dan Galley
Steve Shanley
Nicholas Williams, Section Leader
Peter Curtis
Tom Owen

tOday’S wOrSHiP team

Choir: Laura Munson, Suzanne Fatta, 
 John Clayton, Nicholas Williams
Readers: Patty Kibler-Fries, Carol Case Siracuse, Tracy Draksic
Guest Musician: Matt Harris, tenor saxophone
Cyber Sacristan: Jeffrey Tooke
Music Mixologist: Jane Lincoln

http://www.facebook.com/TrinityBuffalo
https://www.instagram.com/trinity.church.buffalo/
https://twitter.com/TrinityBuffalo1
https://www.trinitybuffalo.org

